CELEERITY TRAVEL
Lin gains
wisdom
from stops
of all sizes

By Jae-Ha Kim
TRIBUME CONTENT
AGENCY

Asthe showrunner and
co-creator of “Crew Girl” —
now streaming on Netflix
— Vivian Lin knew she
wanted the show’s protago-
nist tobe Asian American.

“When you get into cast-
ing, the search generally
broadens out, but it was
important to me that we
considered actors of Asian
descent for the role, just to
see if Twould find the (lead
character) Teagan in my
mind,” Lin said in an inter-
view from Toronto.

“Luckily for all of us,
Miku (Martineaw) walked
intothe room. I think she
said twolines, and I real-
ized she was who I'd been
picturing. When Iwas writ-
ing the character, I wanted
hertobe astrong ... leader,
yet stay feminine and to
have asoftness to her {and)
still be a normal teenage
girl. That's Miku, who is
elegant and petite, but also
fiercely -:ap:ﬁ:nle of anything
you throw at her”

This interview with Lin
has been edited for length
and clarity.

;' Where in British Colum-
bia was this seriesfilmed ?
Az The rowing was filmed
at two locations, Elk Lake
and the Gorge Waterway,
both stunning places. The
Crab Shacl, where Ella
worls, is Seahorses Café
in Brentwood Bay. Proba-
bly the maost recognizable
is Hatley Castle, which was
in “X-Men" as Professor
Xavier's School, and Ilike
to imagine a version of the
show where all the rowers
are also mutants.

Q: fTeagan Tao could go
on her ultimate vacation,
where woulditbe and
why?

“Crew Girl" showrunner Vivian Lin says she looks forward to
visiting Turks & Calcos. ANDREW GORDOMN MACPHERSOMN

Az Teagan is both a rower
and an explorer. First, it
would be Tokyo, s0 she can
check out Tokyo Bay where
the 2020 Olympics were
held, as well as connect
with her heritage. Harajuku
and Nezu Museum would
also be on the agenda. Next
would be Lucerne, Switzer-
land, to enjoy the stunning
mountains but it is basically
the Mecca for rowers. The
nickname for the regatta
that is held there is the
“Regatta of Death” because
it's the last chance to -
ify for the Worlds or the
Olympics. And obviously,
another spot on the list,
without question, she'd go
to Henley-on-Thames in
England.

O Doyou have any
upcomingtrips planned?
A: Turks & Caicos atthe
halfway point in winter, to
er stamina to survive
e rest of winter,

Q: What is yourfavorite
vacation destination?

Az Oh, either New York City
or Montreal. Culture, style,
food, energy, joie de vivre,
bagels — there is always so
much to see and explore.
Also, Montreal has the
hidden gem Jeans Jeans
Jeans, which provides the
best jean-purchasing expe-
rience in the world. The
salespeople will look at vou,
immediately find you the
jeans that fit you perfectly
and have it hemmed before
you get to the cash repister.

Q: What was a special trip
youtook as achild that

stands out?

A: Los Angeles, when I
was 8. I remember think-
ing it was just a completely
magical place. The sunlj

is golden, there are palm
trees, you're right near

the beach and the ocean.
Add Universal Studios and
Disneyland on top of it, and
my mind was blown.

Q:What's the most
important thing you've
learned from your travels?
A: Ilove that every place
you visit, from small town
to metropolis, has its

own unique way of living
and point of view on life.
There's always alocal
wisdom that I've never
thought about that changes
some part of my life for the
better.

Q:Where are your favorite
weekend getaways?

A: Prince Edward County,
for alittle wine tasting,
lake staring and maybe a
campfire.

Q:Where would you like
togo that you have never
beentobefore?

A: Paris. For all the nerdy
classic tourist reasons.

Q:Whatisyour best
vacation memory s

A: Twent whale watching
in Tofino, and being around
the whales (and) in their
home is such a humbling
experience. It’s a reminder
about how awe-inspiring
nature is.

For more from the reporter,
visit www jaehakim.com.
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