CELEERITY TRAVEL

K-Pop artists have US sites in mind

By Jas-Ha Kim
TRIBUME CONTEMNT
AGEMNCY

Since its 2023 debut,

The K-pop group, WHIE,
won over interna-

tional fans with its precise
showmanship, infectiously
catchy songs that tran-
scendl and sharp
wit. Its second mini-album
“Cherry Pie” continues to
showcase the members'
fluid blend of sweet vocals
with intense rapping.

“Since our start, our
music style has changed a
litile” said Jasha. “We've
matured and grown as
artists and performers,
which is to be expected. But
it still feels huge to us”

This interview was
conducted in Korean and
English with the Seoul
septet and has been edited
for clarity and length.

2: What type of music

areyou listening tothese
-

days?

Haseung: I like South
American Latin music.
Baile ﬁugmﬂ:ind I lmﬁke
{(guitar) band music li
Xdinary Heroes.

Jaeha: I like to hear K-pop
music alot.

Jinbeom: B&B music.
Wonjun: Jazz!

Kim Junmin: I like hip-ho
Leejeong: Ilove indie roc!
Ugeon: 1like pop-punk or
band sounds.

Q: Have anyofyoubeento

the United States yet?
Jaeha: The other guys
haven’t. But 've been to
Eansas, because my sister
lives there. I don’t remem-
ber all the cities I've been
to, but I've been there.

Q: Jaeha, how did you
become fluent in English?
Jaeha: My mom, sister

and Ilived in Canada fora
vl b
grade. M remai

in Korea ﬁemuse his job
was there. My school was
kind oflike an international
school, so there were other
Koreans, Chinese people,

T people and lots of
D?Eer people (from differ-
ent backgrounds). So I
didn’t stick out.

Q: What are you looking
forward to sesing when
yougettovisitthe UsS.?
Haseung: I want to goto
In-N-Out Burger.

Jaeha: The Chicago
Theatre. I saw that place
in alot of movies and a lot
of videos, and I want to go
there.

Lesjeong: Our fans. And
city views.

Q: When you are inother
countries, doyou try the
local food?

Jaeha: Of course. But we
also have to eat Korean
food eventually.

Q: Out of the seven of you,
whois consistently the
biggest over packer?

(Jaeha pointing to Ugeon ):
Him.

Leejeong: He takes alotof
clothes.

Jaeha: We go away for
maybe three days, and

he packs for 12 days. He's
prepared for everything!

Q:Whatare some
memorable concerts
you've attended?

Jaeha: Haseung and I went
to the Stray Kids concert in
Korea. That was a big hit.
Leejeong: When Iwasa
trainee, I went to a Seven-
ieen concert.

Wonjun: T've never
attended someone else’s
concert.

Kim Junmin: I never went
o one either.

Q:Whatwas amemorable
childhood trip?

Wonjun: Mongolia. When
Iwasyoung. I went there.
The sky was so beautiful
and blue, so I remember
that.

Legjeong: I went to Guam.
Jaeha: Yeah, likel
mentioned. I went to
Canada in my second grade.

Q:Which destinations are
still on yourtravel bucket
list?

Jinbeom: Spain, Paris, Taly.
Haseung: United Statesin
general.

Jaeha: New York and
Chicago.

For more from the reporter,
visit www.jachakim.com.
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