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Born inMalaysia,Chloe
Qishamoved to theUnited
Kingdomatage 16, think-
ing that shewouldpursue
acareerasa therapist or
psychologist.
But instead, theLondon-

basedartist becameoneof
GenZ’smost excitingalter-
nativepopstars,with songs
that are freshwhile convey-
inga retrovibe thatpays
homage to ’80spop. Her
latest single “YDH” isher
answer toa stressful 2025.
“Iwanteda song that

captured the feelingof
lettingyourhairdown
andhaving thebest time,”
Qisha said. “‘YDH’ is a
goodsummationof that. I
wanted tocapture the raw,
instinctual feelingofhaving
acrush (when) there’sno
rhymeor reason to it.That
first initial pangof acrush
canbeall-consuming, and
I likecapturing thatkindof
rawemotion ina song.”
This interviewwith

Qishahasbeenedited for
clarity and length.

Q: Are there things you’d
like to achieve on your
2026 tour that you didn’t
get to do during your earlier
shows?
A:There’s a lot Iwant to
improve on. It’s beennice
having a big gap between
the last tour inOctober and
this next one. Even though
I’m touring a similar set,
I feel like I’ve growna lot
in the last sixmonths. I’ve
been through a lot of ups
anddownswithmusic and
I’ve alsowritten a bunch
of new songs that resonate
really deeplywithwhat
I’mcurrently feeling. It’s
going to benice to add in
somenewbits for an audi-
ence I’ve never actually
performed for before.

Q: Do you have any free
time built into your tours to
go sightseeing or just enjoy
the city you’re in?
A:At this stage, touring
has to be quite snappy and
efficient tomake every-
thingwork. I thinkwehave
maybe oneday inNew
York and then aday inLos
Angeles for press at the end
of the trip. I’ve been toLA
more because I go there to
write, so I don’t really feel
like I need to sightsee as
much.As long as I hit up
Erewhon for a smoothie,
I’mgood.NewYork,
though—I’ve only visited
once for about twodays
and I’ve alwayswanted to
spendmore time there.

Q: What is your future
bucket-list venue?
A: I’ve always saidmy
ultimate dreamwould be
aheadline showatRed
Rocks inColorado. There’s
something about that
amphitheater that’s really
legendary. At night, espe-
ciallywithhow it’s lit, it
looks beautiful.

Q: What are your five
favorite cities?
A:London,Tokyo, Singa-
pore, Penang (Malaysia)
andNewYork.

Q: What is your favorite
vacation destination?
A: I really love Japan. Being
fromMalaysia, traveling
there used to be quite easy,
sowe visited a lot and I
spent quite a fewChrist-
mas holidays there growing
up. Japan in thewinter is
one ofmy favorite places in

theworld. Every time I go,
it feels like there’smore to
discover. I’m also a big food
person andJapanhas some
ofmy favorite food.

Q: Where would you like
to go that you have never
been to before?
A:Brazil!Mainly because
a lot ofmy listeners are
there. I’ve heard amaz-
ing things. Either that or
just anywhere sunny and
beachy.

Q: When you go away, what
are some of your must-
have items?
A:My journal andmyhead-
phones. Travelingwithout
myheadphones is torture
tome. (Laughs)

Q: What is your guilty
pleasure when you’re on
the road?
A:Honestly it’s just having
some time tomyself. I can
be quite introspective, and
I domybestmusic listen-
ingwhen I’mable to sit
with goodheadphones
and listen to something
on repeatwithout distrac-
tions.Usually it’swhen I’m
traveling fromoneplace
to another or looking out
of awindow. I like being
able to listen tomusic and
daydream.

Q: Do you have a knack for
picking up new languages?
A:No, I’mactually terrible.
I only really speakEnglish,
which I’mabit ashamed
about.

For more from the reporter,
visit www.jaehakim.com.
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Qisha eyes
headlining
concert at
Red Rocks

Singer-songwriter Chloe Qisha says she would be lost
traveling without her headphones. LILLIE EIGER

Iceland is apioneerof
“stopover tourism.”Float-
ingalonewhere theNorth
Atlantic andArcticoceans
meet, this islandnationwas
longconsidered tooout-of-
the-way for travelers…
until airlines like Icelandair
started luringAmericans
withcheapflights toEurope
that includedastopover in
Iceland.
Thecaveat:Your stopover

wasa full day.
Thisoffer is still popu-

lar today,withmultiple
airlinesallowinga24-hour
(or longer) stopover forno
additional airfare.All you
need is apassport, a rental
car andanextradayor
two.Butwith its striking
glaciers, craggypeaksand
steamygeysers, Icelandcan
fillupanentirevacation
—so thechallenge for the
casual visitor isfiguringout
what tocramintoa short
stay.
If you thrill to the idea

of anIcelandstopover,
consider thiswhirlwind
itinerary.

Planning:Try todo this in
the summer,whenroadsare
clear anddaylight is virtu-
ally endless.Fromearly
June tomid-July, it never
reallygetsdark, lettingyou
extendyourdaylight sight-
seeingdayas far asyour
energy levelwill takeyou.
It’s alsobest to rent acar.

Even though it’s onlyaday,
havingyourownwheels
will helpyouget themost
outof your Iceland time.
Andwhileyoushould
prepare tobundleup—
cool temperaturesand
bone-chillingwindcan
happenat any timeofyear
—alsobringa swimsuit for
visitinga thermalbathand
sunglasses fordrivingwith
the sun lowin the sky.

Morning:MostU.S.flights
to Iceland land in thewee

hoursofmorningatKefla-
vík InternationalAirport.
Conveniently, the famous
BlueLagoon thermal-bath
spa is just 15minutesaway
—and in the summer it
opensniceandearly.By
the timeyoudeplane, clear
customsandpickuparental
car, youcanheadstraight
there fora relaxingoutdoor
soak inmilkybluegeother-
malwaters.Butyoucan’t
just showupandhope to
slip in—reservationsare
required.Tohaveyour
choiceof timeslots, book
ahead.

Midday:Refreshed from
your soak,drive45minutes
intoReykjavíkandbrowse
the town. I’dwalkdown
to theharborfront for a
photoopat thepopularSun
Voyager sculpture (shaped
likeanoldVikingboat),

then followtheshoreline
past thecutting-edgeHarpa
concerthall andmoored
boats to theOldHarbor,
whereyoucanbrowse
lunchoptionsat the seafood
restaurantson thepiers.

Afternoon:Setout from
Reykjavík to theGolden
Circle route for someseri-
ous sightseeing.This excur-
sionoffersa rewarding
ratioofnaturalwondersper
milesdriven.Without stops,
theentire circuit requires
about fourhoursofdriving
—buta longIcelandicday
will let youwring themaxi-
mumoutof yourvisit.
Threeessential stops

along theway include
ÞingvellirNationalPark,
situated inanextraordi-
narygorgecausedby the
slowseparationof the
EurasianandNorthAmeri-

can tectonicplates;Geysir, a
bubbling, steaminggeother-
malfieldwith Iceland’s
most activegeyser, called
Strokkur; andoneof the
country’smost impressive
waterfalls,Gullfoss. Since
thesemajorGoldenCircle
sights technicallynever
close, youcangoatyour
ownpacewithouteyeing
theclock.

Dinner:Grababite toeat
inGoldenCircle country
(limitedoptions); holdout
foryour return toReykjavík
(where restaurantskeep
longhoursandyou’ll find
plentyof spots still serving
foodas lateas 10p.m.); or
planaheadandpicnicatone
of theGoldenCircle sights.
Foodanddrinkareexpen-
sive in Iceland,butyou
canmake themostof your
money—andyour sightsee-

ing time—bygrabbinggrub
at agrocery storeanddining
geyser-side.

Late:Collapseat your
hotel andsleep fora few
hours—orpull an Icelandic
all-nighter (which is rela-
tivelyeasy, as itnever really
getsdark).Thendropyour
carat theairport andflyout
thenextmorning.

For a longer layover:With
48hours, do theone-day
planat amore relaxedpace
orkeepup the tempoand
addavisit to thedramatic
SouthCoast,whichsits in
the shadowof twoglacier-
toppedvolcanoes.With
remarkablewaterfalls
(Seljalandsfoss), black-sand
beaches (Reynisfjara) and
hikableglaciers (Sólhei-
majökull), theSouthCoast
is a close runner-up to the

GoldenCircle asa topday
trip.Planona2.5-hourdrive
eachway (without stops),
or consider joiningabus
excursion fromReykjavík.

With its stunningnatural
wonders, kindandgregar-
iouspeopleandunique
attractions, this little island
stubbornlyexceeds the lofty
expectationsof itsmany
visitors.Whetherornotyou
canpronounce thenames
on itsmap, Iceland is a
rewardingplace to travel—
even if you’re just stopping
over.

Rick Steves (www.
ricksteves.com) writes
European travel guidebooks
and hosts travel shows on
public television and public
radio. Email him at rick@
ricksteves.com and follow
his blog on Facebook.

Makemost of daylong Iceland layover

Iceland’s Golden Circle hosts many natural wonders, including the must-visit Þingvellir National Park, set in a stunning gorge. CAMERON HEWITT

Rick Steves

A:You should never
have been given a car in
this condition, and you
shouldn’t have beenbilled
for cleaning it up. Car
rental companies regularly
impose steep cleaning fees
for smoking, pets and spills.
I don’t have a problemwith
thiswhen thedamage actu-
ally happens during your
rental. After all, renters
agree to accept responsi-
bility for the vehiclewhile
they are renting it.
But there’s aprob-

lem—thesechargesare
oftensubjective.Unless an
employeedocuments the
conditionof thecarbefore
you leave the lot, it’s your
wordagainst thecompa-
ny’swhenyoudispute
them.This is exactlywhat
happenedhere.
Avis sentyouaseriesof

cannedreplies insisting
that ithadampledocumen-
tation.ButwhenI reviewed
yourcorrespondence, I
didn’t seeanyconvinc-
ingproof that youcaused
theodorordamage.You,
on theotherhand,havea
credibleexplanationanda

strongrecordasa longtime
customer.
Still, Iwanted tobe sure

that thisdamagedidn’t
happenonyourwatch.
It turnsout that youhad
asinuscondition that
preventedyou fromsmell-
ing themarijuanaodor
whenyoupickedup the
car.Otherwise, younever
wouldhaveaccepted it.You
alsodon’t smokeanddidn’t
haveanyotherpassengers,
so itwashighlyunlikely
that thishappenedduring
your rental.
Avisdidn’t sendyouany

photosof theallegedciga-
retteburns, but I think that
youcouldhavedisproven
its claimby taking interior
shotsof thevehicle—the
seats, thefloors, thedash-
boardwith theodometer.
These shouldbea stan-
dardpartof yourcheck-in
anyway.
Also,don’t assumethat

casually tellinga rental
agent aboutaproblemis
enough.Ask theagent to
document it inwriting.This
way, if a charge like this
appears lateron, you’ll have

proof.
I reallywishcar rental

companieswould follow
the leadofTuro,which
stronglyencourages its
renters to takebeforeand
after imagesof its vehicles
andevenhasa function in
its app tohelp renters take
usable, crediblephotosof
their rentals.
I contactedAvisonyour

behalf.A fewdays later, it
dropped the$250cleaning
fee.Remember, cleaning
feescanbeaprofitcenter
for car rental companies,
and theyareoftenunfairly
applied. If you’recharged
forapreexistingodoror
stain, challenge it imme-
diately andescalate the
situation ifnecessary.With
persistence—andsome-
timesa little advocacy—
youcanwin!

Christopher Elliott is the
chief advocacy officer
of Elliott Advocacy, a
nonprofit organization that
helps consumers resolve
their problems. Contact
him at elliott.org/help or
chris@elliott.org.
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Avis charges fee for lingering
marijuana smell inside rental

By Christopher Elliott | KING FEATURES SYNDICATE

I recently rentedacar fromAvis atSacramento
InternationalAirport.

A fewhours intomydrive, Inoticed that it strongly
smelledofmarijuana. Ikept thewindowsopen,but the
odor lingered.

WhenI returned thevehicle sixdays later, I told the
staffabout it.Theysaid that itwouldbefine.

Aweek later, I receiveda$250bill fromAvis for
cleaning, including the repairof aburnmark that I
nevernoticed.

Idon’t smokecigarettesormarijuanaandwas the
soledriver. Iprotested, butAvis insists that thecharges
arevalid.

Whataremyrights?
—GaryMullen-Schultz,Minneapolis
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