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At a small Persian church in
thewestern suburbs, the pastor
bowed his head on Palm Sunday
and offered a special prayer for
regime change and freedom of
worship inhis native Iran, as the
morethanmonthlongU.S.-Israe-
li-ledwar there rageson.

“Wepray toGod to tear down
the darkness power from Iran
and bringHis kingdom and give
peoplepeace,”saidtheRev.James
Shahabi in Farsi at Kheimeh
Molaghat church in Addison.
“And letHis namebeglorified in
Iran freely.”

“Amen,” the predominantly
Iranian American congregation
responded inunison.

As the church prepares to
celebrate Christ’s resurrection
on Easter, its members hope for
renewal and liberation of their
homelandas the fateof itsgover-
nancehangs in thebalance.

They staunchly champion the
war, longing for the fall of the

authoritarian Islamic Repub-
lic where religiousminorities —
includingChristians—areheavily
persecuted.

They yearn for a day when
Iranians of all religions will be
allowed toworship there freely.

And they have faith inDonald
Trump’s pledge to “Make Iran
GreatAgain,”asthepresidenthas
called for the Islamic Republic’s
unconditional surrender while
insisting the conflictwill be over
“prettyquickly.”

On Wednesday, during
Trump’s first national address
since the war’s Feb. 28 incep-
tion, he vowed that U.S. forces
will “finish the job” soon follow-
ingweeks of often contradictory
messages on themilitary opera-
tion.

“If Iran gets great, I think the
worldwill get great,” saidNarjes
Delacai, 66, who left the city
of Mashhad in northern Iran
decadesago.

Aria Bahraman, 44, who fled

Iranian Christians spend
holiday praying for peace

Ellis Deputy, left, holds hands with his boyfriend, Parker Ross, while walking through Donovan Park in Peoria on
March 25. Ross and Deputy, who met in Peoria, both recently moved to Illinois from Republican-led states that

have put increasing pressure on the LBGTQ+ community. ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Amid an increasingly hostile
environment for the LGTBQ+
community under the second
Trump administration, people
are flocking to Peoria for a
reprieve. While the diaspora
of LGBTQ+ residents from less
welcoming areas of the country
is somethingbluestates, Illinois
included, are no stranger to —
especially as thepoliticaldivide
in theUnited States deepens—
it’s an exodus that local advo-
cates and communitymembers
say has been acutely felt in this
midsizeMidwesterncity.

With the city’s notorious
middle-of-the-road reputa-
tion (“Will it play inPeoria?” as
the phrase goes) and locale in
what’s typically thought of as a
more rural and red part of the
state, it may seem an unlikely
safe haven.

The draw is something
that’s difficult to define with
precision. But interviewswith

ROOMTO
BREATHE

As Trump administration rolls back LGBTQ+
protections, some flock to Peoria for a reprieve
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CPD defends response to immigration blitz
Chicago’spolice superintendent sought toclarifyhisdepartment’s
reaction to theblitzduringacontentiouspublicmeetingnearwhere
awomanwaskilledby federal agents.Chicagoland,PageA3

By Tess Kenny | CHICAGO TRIBUNE

ParkerRossandEllisDeputymetbetweenapaintingandablanket.
Itwas lastNovember, soonafter they’dbothmovedtoPeoria fromoutofstate,

at a local art show forTransgenderDayofRemembrance.They eachhadworks
ondisplayand thatnight, therewasa reception for theartists.

Ross’ piece, a painting of a transmasculine figure called “WhatDoYou See?,”
andDeputy’s, amulticolored quilt that signified healing, were on exhibit right
next toeachother.

The chance encounter is somethingDeputy likens to aHallmarkmovie (“It
wasreallycute,”hesaidofmeetinghisboyfriend).But itwasalsoamomentmade
possibleby thecouple seeking solace in the samecity just a fewmonthsprior.

See EASTER on Page A4

See PEORIA on Page A11

By Jeremy Gorner
and A.D. Quig
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois
lawmakers head into the busy
back half of the spring legisla-
tive session seeking to quash
signature parts of Chicago
Mayor Brandon Johnson’s
agenda, from his attempts to
tax businesses based on their
number of employees to his
policy eliminating tipped
wages.

Fordecades,Chicagomayors
havefoughtuphillbattles inthe
statehouse, but the efforts by
someDemocratic lawmakersto
forestall Johnsonareunusual.

KentRedfield,aretiredpolit-
ical science professor at the
University of Illinois Spring-
field, described the push-
back from the Illinois General
Assembly and other local
Democrats toaChicagomayor
as “stunning.”

WhileJohnsonhashadtrou-
blenavigatingthestatehouse—
wherewheeling anddealing is
essential for outsiders like the
first-term mayor to achieve
their legislativegoals—there’s
no guarantee that any of the
measures undercutting him
will become law.

Onelawmakercalledthebills
opposing Johnson’s agenda
“petty,” thoughanother,whois
oneofthemayor’smostoutspo-
ken critics, believes they are
beingputforthforgoodreason.

“What you find from
lawmakers in Illinois is not
being anti-Mayor Brandon
Johnson’s agenda as much as
we want to incentivize busi-
nesses to do business in Illi-
nois,” said that critic, state
Rep. Curtis Tarver, an assis-
tant majority leader in the

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Mayor’s
agenda
facing
a fight
Bills to undercut city
proposals ‘stunning’
turn for Springfield

See MAYOR on Page A6

Illinois’mostmagicalNCAATournament run inmore than twodecadesendedSaturdaynight, two
victories shyof anational title that remainselusive.TheFighting Illini, playing in theFinalFour for the
first time in21years, failed tocompletea furiouscomebackagainstUConn inanational semifinal.

Illinoisplayed in frontof legionsof fanswhoflockedtoLucasOilStadiumandturnedIndianapolis
orange.Supportershadwaiteda longtimeforthismoment.SohadBradUnderwood, theIllinoiscoach
whorosefromhumblebeginnings inhisprofessiontoreachthebrighteststage inhissport.Theirdefeat,
though, followedarunthatwon’tbeforgotten.MoreFinalFourcoverage inSports

NCAA TOURNAMENT FINAL FOUR

UCONN 71, ILLINOIS 62
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ForCroatianAmerican
filmmakerandactorNeb
Chupin, shooting“Storm
Rider:LegendofHammer-
head,”nowin theaters,was
a laborof love that tookhim
back tohis roots.
“Theoriginal script

featureda storybetween
grandfatherandgrandson
onone island inCroatia
wherefigswereharvested,”
saidChupin,whowasborn
inZagreb. “Throughyears
ofdevelopment, the script
transformed into the sci-fi
fantasy… that is centered
onresilienceand transfor-
mation. Iwanted tocreate
somethingvisually epic,
but still keep theoriginal
elementsof strong family
values, traditionand integ-
rity.”
Chupin is alsoanentre-

preneur,havingco-founded
DalmatiaFigSpreadwith
hisbusinesspartner,Maia
Magee.After living in the
U.S. formore than30years,
Chupinmovedback to
Croatia, thoughhereturns
toLosAngelesmonthly.
This interviewwith

Chupinhasbeenedited for
clarity and length.

Q: What can you share
about your Croatian
upbringing?
A: I grewupon the
Croatian coast helping
mygrandfather harvest
crops such as figs, almonds,
grapes and sour cherries.

Q: Where did you film in
Croatia?
A:Wecovered almost all of
theCroatian coast, includ-
ingBrac, Pag,Hvar and
Kornati Islands…Split,
Dubrovnik andVodice.
Evenduring the summer-
time, storms onour coast
are known to be brutal. So

the secondday of filming
the boat race, thewinds
were going at 100miles
per hour. So only our
sci-fi boats could go out.
All other boat trafficwas
forbidden.

Q: Have you visited places
for work that were so nice
that you went back there
for a vacation?
A: Iwent toBali to see
wheremyfig spreadwas
selling. Iwas fascinated.
Ever since then, I visit Bali
almost every year.

Q: What is your favorite
vacation destination?
A:Even though I lived in
MiamiBeach for over 10
years back in the 1990s, I
amalways so excited to go
back there and feel that
stickyhot andhumid air.

Q: What was a trip you took
as a child that stands out?
A:Myfirst tripwaswhen
Iwas still living inCroatia
andmyparents sentme to
England to learnEnglish
for onemonth. Iwas only
12 years old. I remember
waiting twohours and
more every day to come
backhome tomyhost
family. Iwould come (back)
late at night hours. That
was torture. Imust have
not known the bus sched-
ulewell, I guess. That one-
month tripwas not a good
experience. Iwas robbed
bymyclassmates aswell.
At the end, I amashamed
that I didn’tmake a good
impression onmyhost
family. I did not behave as

well as I could. So if they
ever read this and recog-
nizeme, I am sendingmy
apologies.

Q: Where are your favorite
weekend getaways?
A:During someweekends
I drive fromZagreb tomy
grandfather’s house. The
town is calledVodice, and
I convertedhis original
house into anAirbnb called
DidaBozaHouse, (which)
has a cafe and a gift shop.

Q: What are your five
favorite cities?
A:Boston,Miami, LA,
HongKong, Jakarta.

Q: Where would you like
to go that you have never
been to before?
A: Iceland andFaroe
Islands.

Q: What is your best and/or
worst vacation memory?
A:Myworst tripwaswhen
Ihad a layover in Istan-
bul andwe stayed in one
hotel as part of the layover
package. Even though the
receptionist told us not to
talk to strangers, I engaged
in conversationwith some
guywho later robbedme
withhis buddies. Itwas
awful. For a long time, I
hatedTurkey, but nowI am
over it.Mybest tripswere
always trips toAsia—Hong
Kong, Jakarta andBali.
Therewas never a single
trip toAsian countries that
was less than excellent.

For more from the reporter,
visit www.jaehakim.com.

CELEBRITY TRAVEL

Chupin’s
best trips
always to
Asian sites

Filmmaker Neb Chupin visits Bali almost every year and
enjoys going back to Miami Beach. NEB CHUPIN

Yearsago,while explor-
ingEuropeanEaster rituals
foroneofmypublic tele-
visionspecials, Iheaded
to the rugged,mountain-
ousMarcheregion in
central Italy—where the
small townsofGubbioand
Cantianoare renowned for
theirGoodFridayproces-
sions.
InGubbio,we joined the

townspeople foracentu-
ries-oldannualproces-
sion featuringmarching
groupsdressed incostumes
shockingly reminiscentof
anAmericanKKKrally.
Buthere, folkswearcone-
shapedwhitehoodsnot to
be racist, but topromote
equality; theyhelpmake it
clear that everyone—old
andyoung, richandpoor
(andblackandwhite)— is
the same in theeyesofGod.
Nearby, thepicturesque

townofCantianostages
aPassionPlay—ahome-
growntheatricalproduc-
tionofJesus’finalweekon
Earth.Under themoon in
thecrispaironGoodFriday,
theentirevillagepacks
Cantiano’smain square
towitness this timeless
reenactment, just as they
have forcenturies.When
Iattended, a costumed
accountantplayedacentu-
rion, thebaker’swife
becamePilate’swife, and
theyoungITwhizwas
Jesus. Somehaveheld the
samerole fordecades,while
othersplaya successionof
roles as theyage—graduat-
ing fromlittle-boy-in-the-
crowdtoJesus toJewish
elder.
Cantianouses the town

as its stage. Jesus’ trial takes
place in themainsquare.
For theclimactic crucifix-
ionscene, theentire cast
trudgesupa torch-lit path
to the topof anearbyhill.
Jesus is in the lead, carrying
thecross.
Meanwhile, the spec-

tators in the squarebelow
watchas theparademoves
slowly to the stark ridgeline
above town,where three
crosses standsilhouetted
against the sky.
Thedramaticfinale,

celebrating theResurrec-
tion, leaves thecenter cross
emptybut fora shroud
blowing in thewind,floodlit
on thehill’s summit.
The townspeople

consider it agreathonor
andactofdevotion toplay
apart.Afterpersonally
experiencing theemotional
marathonof thePassion
events, theyaredrained—
butnot too tired to forgo
the festivities inCantiano’s
church,whichhosts the
Easter after-party.
AnotherMarchetradition

is for itinerant troubadours
incolorful folkcostumes to
go fromfarmto farmsing-
ing songsof thePassion.

Theyrouse thevillagewith
theirmusic,welcoming
thenewspring.And then,
as is thecustom, they’re
invited toenjoy the fruitsof
last year’sharvest—some
bread, farm-madecheese,
salamiandwine.
All over Italy, special

Easter foodsareembed-
ded inculturalheritage.
Italianmamasspecialize
in schiacciatadiPasqua, an
anise-flavoredEaster cake
that theymakeonlyoncea
year.Bakedgoodies come
loadedwith sugar, spice
andsymbolism.Colomba,
an Italian fruitcake similar
topanettone, is shaped ina
moldso it comesout looking
likeadove, representing the
HolySpirit.
Duringmytrip, Ihad the

greatprivilegeof shar-
inganEastermealwitha
family in ruralTuscany—
where“Nonna” (grandma)

ran thekitchen,prepar-
ing theciambelle.Witha
gentle touch, shekneaded
thedough thenshaped it
into rings, representing the
crownof thorns.
The8-year-old took them

out tograndfather,who
wasbusy stoking theoven
withwood fromhisolive
trees.When thecoalswere
just right, he spread them
carefully and,drawing from
thepracticeof a lifetime
ofEasters, hecooked the
ciambelle toperfection.
Inhis cellar, he thencuta
curedporksalami,hung
fromtherafters there to
dry specially for thisEaster
meal.
Asall generationsgath-

ered, the feastbegan.
Grandfatherblessed the
occasionwitha toast, then
slicedhisprizedsalami
ceremonially likeaThanks-
giving turkey.Eggs that

wereblessedby thevillage
priestwerepassedaround
tobeeaten, alongwitha
widevarietyofhomemade
breads.Themaincourse
was roast lambservedwith
anegg-basedEaster soup
(brodettopasquale).The
tagliatellepastawasmade
fromscratchbygrandma,
mom,and thegirls. For
dessert, theciambellewas
servedalongwitha small
glassof a specialdessert
winecalledVinSanto—
“HolyWine”—recalling the
bloodofJesus.Ourbellies
stuffed,we tooka late-af-
ternoonwalk through the
village.
It’s impressive tome that,

even in the21st century,
sacred traditions—rich
with symbolism—still
thrive inEurope’smore
remotecorners. I knowthat
myexperience in Italywas
one that is still sharedby

peopleall acrossEurope.
Everywhere, extended
—yet close-knit—fami-
liespull out all theholiday
stops.The table is setwith
precious familyheirlooms.
Thedishesare lovingly
preparedand familiar toall.
OnEasterSunday, it

seems that everyonehas
aplace tobe.Andon that
particularEaster, Iwas
fortunate tobewith friends
in this Italian farmhouse.To
beso far frommyownhome
and lovedones—yet feel so
welcomewith this family—
isamemoryI’ll treasure for
the restofmyEasters.

Rick Steves (www.
ricksteves.com) writes
European travel guidebooks
and hosts travel shows on
public television and public
radio. Email him at rick@
ricksteves.com and follow
his blog on Facebook.

Memory of holiday spent in Italy treasured

The dramatic finale of Cantiano’s Passion Play leaves the center cross atop the town empty, save for a floodlit shroud blowing in the wind. RICK STEVES

Rick Steves

A:You should never have
been allowed to buy this
ticket. Expedia sold you a
phantomflight—a route
that Lufthansa had already
suspended.
Whenyour father

showedupat theairport
anddiscovered that there
wasnoflight, theonline
travel agency shouldhave
immediately refundedyour
fare. Instead, ithidbehind
airlineapproval require-
ments andpassed thebuck
toUnited.
Yourpaper trail tells

the story—monthsof
emails, phonecalls and
chatswithout resolution.
Expediakept resubmitting
requests,whileUnitedsent
youa formdenial, citing
its “nonrefundable”policy.
Thispolicydoesn’t apply
when theairline isn’tflying

the routeat all.
Your fathercouldhave

avoidedsometroubleby
checking in forhisflight
early. Ifhe’ddoneso,he
mighthavebeenable to
findasuitable replace-
ment throughExpediaand
receiveda fast refundonhis
original ticket.
This case is agood

reminder tokeepaneyeon
flight schedules, partic-
ularlywhengeopolitical
eventsmight causeaflight
cancellation. If you’reflying
outof anarea that’sprone
tocancellations, assume
nothing.And if youever
findyourselfwitha ticket
tonowhere, remember
that you’reentitled toa full
refund,nomatterwhat the
airlineoronlineagency
says.
Whenyouronline

agency refuses tohelp, you
canalwaysescalateyour
problem. Ipublish the
names,numbersandemail
addressesof theExpedia
executivesonmyconsumer
advocacy site,Elliott.org.A
brief, polite email tooneof
themmighthave resulted in
aquick refund.
I reachedout toExpedia

onyourbehalf.A represen-
tativeadmitted therehad
beena“systemerror” that
preventedyour refund from
beingprocessed.Expedia
then issueda full refund.

Christopher Elliott is the
chief advocacy officer
of Elliott Advocacy, a
nonprofit organization that
helps consumers resolve
their problems. Contact
him at elliott.org/help or
chris@elliott.org.

TRAVEL TROUBLESHOOTER

Customer books on Expedia,
but Beirut flight never existed

By Christopher Elliott | KING FEATURES SYNDICATE

Ibookedaflight formy fatheronExpedia, butwhen
hewent to theairport, therewasnosuchflight.

Thereservationwas fromBeirut toFrankfurt,
Germany, onLufthansawithaconnectingUnited
flight toAustin.Lufthansawasn’t evenoperating
flights fromBeirut at the time,butExpedia soldmethe
ticket anyway.

I’vebeen trying togetmymoneyback formore
than threemonths.Expediakeeps tellingmethat the
refund is “subject toairlineapproval,”whileUnited
insists that the ticket isnonrefundable. Ipaid$1,459
foraflight thatneverexisted.

Canyouhelpmegetmymoneyback?
—MansourAbado,Dubai,UnitedArabEmirates
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