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ClaudiaFerriportrays
RaquelKimberley-Marco
on theAppleTVseries
“PalmRoyale.”She
describeshercharacter as
oneof thePalmBeachelite.
“She, likeotherwomen

socialitesof this exclusive
club,will stopatnothing to
maintain their status,”Ferri
said. “Theirwhole raison-
d’êtredependson it.This
role is somuch fun!Physi-
cal comedyat itsbest.”
BasedoutofLosAnge-

les,Ferri added, “Weshot
mainlyaroundLosAnge-
les—firstParamount, then
WarnerBrothers,Camarillo
(California) and in someof
thegreathistorical build-
ingsofoldHollywood, like
TheBiltmore,where the
Oscarswereonceheld.”
This interviewwithFerri

hasbeenedited forclarity
and length.

Q: What other locations
have you filmed in for other
projects?
A: So far I’ve shot inTurino,
Northern Italy, Israel,
Colombia, theUnited
States and acrossCanada.
Iwould love to have an
opportunity to shoot in
Newfoundland in the
winter. I’m curious to see
howpeople live in that kind
of cold!

Q: Do you have a pref-
erence as to working on
location versus on a set?
A: I loveworking on loca-
tion for the pleasure of
discovering newplaces,
but the set,whether local
or away, is alwayswhere
I feel at home. I love the
gathering of creative forces
coming together to produce
a story thatwill touch the
audience.

Q: If you could pick a loca-
tion to film a project, where
would it be and why?
A: In normal circum-
stances, I’d say Southeast
Asia, likeBali orVietnam,
wherewehave friends and
family. But currently, I’d say
Berlin, Germany, so I could
visitwith one ofmydaugh-
terswho’s been living there
for a fewyears now. I’d
love to spend any free time
between shooting days
withher.

Q: Do you have any
upcoming trips planned?
A: I’mnever too far away
fromflying tomy father-
land in Italy. I love it there
and I love to visitmy family
and friends there. Some are
inRome, others in the very
south by the Ionian Sea.

Q: Do you work while you’re
on vacation?
A: It’smore of a vacation
while Iwork. Travel has
always comeeasily forme.
Myparents never shied
away from the eight-hour
drive south toPhiladelphia
to visit our family, nor the
three-day drive toNaples,
wheremy father built a
home. Looking back, I have
to give it to thempacking
four kids in a car. One ofmy
favoritememorieswas to
be the lucky one to havemy
turn at sitting in the front
seat betweenmyparents.
Night drive,mymother at
thewheel, andme rest-
ing onmy father’s lap and
gazing at the stars from the
passenger side.

Q: What untapped

destination should people
know about?
A: Southern Italy, for sure!
Calabriawas given a bad
rap andpeople avoided it.
But nowwhenpeople see
what they’ve beenmissing,
they are sure to comeback.
Iwould love to go bak to
Morocco to visitmydear-
est friend,whomI callmy
brother.Maybe I’ll take a
flight fromLameziaTerme
next time I’m in southern
Italy.

Q: What was a trip you took
as a child that stands out?
A:That timewhenmy
mother decided on the
spur of themoment to pack
our bags anddrive that
red stationwagon straight
through toFlorida. She
tookus toDisneyWorld,
and itwasmemorable. I
loved theEpcotCenter,
whichwas all about tech-
nology. Therewas a talking
dog and speakingmanne-
quins. The very beginning
ofAI, I guess. But itwas full
ofwonders andwonderful.

Q: What’s the most import-
ant thing you’ve learned
from your travels?
A:Travel light. Languages
are doors to theworld.
Learn basic politewords
anduse them.A little effort
goes a longway!

Q: What are your five
favorite cities?
A:Rome, Paris, Los
Angeles,NewYork and
Montreal.

For more from the reporter,
visit www.jaehakim.com.

CELEBRITY TRAVEL

Ferri calls
Calabria
untapped
location

“Palm Royale”actor Claudia Ferri said she prefers not to
travel with a strict itinerary. TYLER PONG HAM

Whenmytraveldreams
drift off toSpain, theyoften
includevisionsofAndalu-
cía, the southernpartof the
country that feels soquint-
essentiallySpanish.Witha
stringofwhitewashedhill
towns, sunnyskies, vibrant
festivals and tempting tapas,
Andalucía is the soulof
Spain—almost stereotypi-
cally so.
Most touristshitAnda-

lucía’s threegreat cities
—Granada,Córdoba, and
Sevilla—or theCostadel
Sol.But for somethingmore
authentic, I likeexploring
the region’s interior along
theRouteof theWhiteHill
Towns (Rutade losPueblos
Blancos).This is a charm
braceletof cutevillages that
aremoreaccessible and
friendlier than thebigcities,
but still packawallopof
traditionalSpanishculture.
Whethercrouching ina
ravineorperchedatopahill,
each town—paintedwhite
to staycool in scorching
summers—hasapersonal-
ity andastoryof its own.
Exploring thesehill

towns isbestbycar, asonly
twoareeasily accessibleby
public transportation:Arcos
de laFrontera (bybus) and
Ronda (by train).
Arcosde laFrontera is

aphotographer’s feast.
It smothers itshilltop,
tumblingdown itsback
like the trainof awedding
dress.The fairy-taleold
center is a labyrinthine
wonderland,whereyou
canviewpoint-hopall the
way through townand feel
thewind funnel through
thenarrowstreets as cars
incharound tight corners.
Around town, I like topeek
discreetly intoprivate
patios.Thesewonderful,
cool-tiledcourtyards—
filledwithplants, pools and
happy familyactivities—
are typical of the region.
Arcos’name—de la

Fronterameans“on the
frontier”—andmain
churchare remindersof the
Reconquista, thecentu-
ries-longfight to takeSpain
back fromtheMuslim
Moors.AfterChristian
forces retookArcos, the
mosquewasdemolished,
andachurchwasbuilt on
its ruins.Today, thesehill
towns—no longer strate-
gic—are justpassing time
peacefully.
FromArcos, a shortdrive

takesyou toRonda.With
nearly35,000people, it’s
themost substantial and
entertaininghomebaseon
the route.
Ronda’smainattrac-

tionsare its gorge-spanning
bridges, an intriguingold
town, andoneof theoldest
bullrings inSpain.Built in
1785, thebullring’s columns

corral theaction, creat-
ingakindofNeoclassical
theater.But the real joyhere
lies inexploringRonda’s
backstreets and taking in its
beautiful balconies,wispy
gardens, andpanoramic
views.Walking the streets,
you feel a strong localpride
andacommunitywhere
everyoneseems toknow
everyone.During theday,
the towngets crowdedwith
tourists fromthenearby
CostadelSol.But in the
evening, locals reclaimtheir
streets andsquares, anda
thriving tapas scene takes
over.
Ronda’sbreathtaking

perchaboveadeepgorge,
whilevisuallydramatic
today,waspractical and
vitalwhen itwasbuilt. For
theMoors, it provideda
toughbastion, oneof the

last tobeconqueredby
theSpaniards in 1485.The
ravinedividesRonda into
itsoldMoorish townand
the relativelymodernnew
town,whichwasbuilt after
theReconquista.The two
townswereconnectedbya
bridge in the late 1700s.
Thedramatic road

linkingArcosandRonda
cuts through theSierrade
GrazalemaNaturalPark,
famed throughoutSpain for
its lushandruggedmoun-
tain scenery.Within the
park lie the townsofZahara
de laSierraandGrazalema.
Of the two,Grazalema

is thebetterovernight
stop. It’s anotherpost-
card-pretty town,offeringa
royalbalcony foramemo-
rablepicnic, a squarewhere
youcanwatchold-timers
playingcards, andplentyof

quiet,whitewashedstreets
toexplore. Shops sell the
town’sbeautifulhand-
madewoolblankets and
good-quality leather items
fromnearbyUbrique.While
theSierradeGrazalema
NaturalPark isknownas
the rainiestplace inSpain,
theclouds seemtowring
themselvesoutbefore they
reach the town—I’veonly
everhadblue skieshere.
TinyZahara is adelight

for thosewhowant tohear
only the soundsof thewind,
birdsandelderly foot-
stepsonancient cobbles.
Perched ina tingly setting
underaMoorishcastle,
it hasa spectacularview
overa turquoise reservoir.
The townhad longbeena
strategic stronghold for the
Moors, andSpanishRecon-
quista forcesconsidered

it thegateway toGranada.
Today, thecastle is little
more thananevocative ruin
withacommandingview.
Inanyof these towns,

evening isprime time.The
promenadebeginsasevery-
onegravitates to thecentral
square.Thespotless streets
arepolishednightlyby the
feetof families licking ice
cream.Thewhole town
strolls— it’s like “cruising”
without cars.Buyan ice
cream, join theparade, and
soakup theessenceofSpan-
ish life.

Rick Steves (www.
ricksteves.com) writes
European travel guidebooks
and hosts travel shows on
public television and public
radio. Email him at rick@
ricksteves.com and follow
his blog on Facebook.

Spain’s route ofWhite Hill Towns charms

Ronda’s breathtaking perch above a deep gorge is visually dramatic today but was practical and vital when it was built. DOMINIC ARIZONA BONUCCELLI

Rick Steves

A:Orbitz shouldhave stood
by its advertised fare. There
are no excuses for this.
Whenanonline travel

agencydisplays specific
amenities likebaggage
allowances, it’s legallyobli-
gated tohonor themunder
DepartmentofTranspor-
tation regulations,which
prohibit “deceptiveor
misleading” faredescrip-
tions.
Orbitz’s own itinerary

listedeconomyclassicwith
a freecheckedbag.Orbitz
and itsparent company
Expediacan’tpass thebuck
toCondororTravelfusion.
Youhandled thisby the

book.Youcheckedairline
policiesbeforebooking,
preservedyourcorrespon-
denceandescalated the
situationcalmly.
Still, Ihave tworecom-

mendations.
First,whenyoumake

abooking, always take
screenshots incase the
confirmationdoesn’tmatch
upwith thebooking screen.
Also, as a sidenote, there’s
nosuch thingasa “free”
bag.Whether it’s included
inyour fare, or it’s abenefit
of yourcredit card, youare
still paying for it.
Youcouldhavealsoesca-

lated this toOrbitz’s execu-
tivecontacts. I list themon
myconsumeradvocacy site,
Elliott.org.Myadvocacy
teamcontactedExpedia
Grouponyourbehalf.
A spokespersonadmit-

ted, “Thebaggage informa-
tionprovidedby theairline
mayhavebeenunclear.”
Expedia says that it’swork-
ingwithCondor to “clarify”
thebaggagedetails.

Orbitz says that your
flightdidnot includea
checkedbagbutagreed to
reimburseyour$540asa
courtesy.Onlineagencies
likeOrbitzprofitbyaggre-
gatingairfares.Butwhen
theymisrepresent these
airfares, they shouldown
the fallout.
As I’venotedbefore,

cases likeyours rarelyend
well.Whenairlinesand
onlineagenciesfinger-point
at eachother, consumers
oftenhave topay theprice.
Butnot this time!

Christopher Elliott is the
chief advocacy officer
of Elliott Advocacy, a
nonprofit organization that
helps consumers resolve
their problems. Contact
him at elliott.org/help or
chris@elliott.org.
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Orbitz promises free checked
bag, thenmakes passenger pay

By Christopher Elliott | KING FEATURES SYNDICATE

I booked a Condor Airlines flight from Portland,
Oregon, to Frankfurt, Germany, throughOrbitz formy
family.Orbitz’swebsiteexplicitly listedthefareasecon-
omyclassic,whichincludedonefree70-poundchecked
bag forboth legsof the trip.Theconfirmation itinerary
confirmed this.

But Condor’s email showed something different.
Our returnflightwas booked as economyzerowithno
checked bags included.Worse, the outbound flight’s
baggageallowancewas listedat50pounds—not the70
pounds thatOrbitz stated.

I contactedOrbitz repeatedly via chat. After days of
delays, it directedme toCondor,whichconfirmed that
nothinghadchangedpost-booking.The fault layswith
Orbitz’s inaccurate listing.

OrbitzblamedTravelfusion, itsbookingplatform,and
stonewalledmewith cookie-cutter replies to “contact
the airline.”When I threatened to report it for fraud,
Orbitz doubled down on its deflection. I paid $540 for
three return-flight bags that I was toldwould be free.
Orbitzmusthonor itsadvertisedfareandreimburseme.
Canyouhelp?
—Patrick Bruce, Troutdale, Oregon
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