CELEBRITY TRAVEL
Singer

comes up
with ideas
on planes

By Jae-Ha Kim
Tribune Content Agency

Bornand raised in
Hawaii, singer-songwriter
Mikah said everyday felt
like he was in paradi

“The beach isright
there, the weatheris
almost always perfect, you
see rainbows nearly every
day; and you drive home
after school with the most
beautiful sunset in front of
you.” said Mikah, 26, who
lives in Shanghai.

“Being a kid in Hawaii is
]jlﬂehsgringahuge play-
ground you can explore
endlesshy. Tused to hike
towatch the sunrise,
surf, urf, dive, bike
around the island, skate-
board ... the list just goes
on. I always think back to
my childhood and remi-
nisce about how beautiful
it was®

His songs “Escape” “In
Between” and “Dream” are
dreamy, self-reflective tales
that speakof who heis.

This interview with
Mikah hasbeen edited for
clarity and length.

Q: Youtve lived and worked
inthe U.5., Japan and Chi-
na. What kind of challeng-
esdid you face?

A: There were countless
challenges I faced while
moving around, but the

bi; ones were leaving
my friends and family,
making new friends and
dealing with language
barriers. Even now, I still
feel the pain I feltwhen
Ileft Hawaii. It's like T

lost a part of my life that

I can never get back, and
the only way I can feel
that same joy againisby
reminiscing about it. When
it comes to making new
friends, ever since I left
Hawaii, T haven't been able

Mikah sald that eventhough he grewupin Hawall, It"s still his
Tavorite vacation spot. PIERRE BOISSEL & MATHIAS PONARD

to build the same kind of
close friendships. Because
of that, I really miss the
friends I grewupwith. I
moved to two places that
speak completely different
languages, and having to
learn them — not just to
live and work, but also

to sing and write music

in them — was a huge
obstacle.

Q:Asa global artist, how
have your experiencesin
other parts of the world
made their way into your
I‘I!'ll.tsfi c? helped

A:T'd say it helped me
learn more about the
music people listentoin
other countries. Because of
that, when I create music,
I naturally consider those
influences, so my so

can reach a wider audience
and hopefully be appreci-
ated by more people.

Q:What doyouremember
aboutyour first profes-
sional gig?

A: Tt was probably a

small show I did when
Iwasaround 17 or 18
with my band, Intersec-
tion. I remember being so
nervous that I could barely
open my (mouth) to sing
or even move my body.
WhenI first started, I'was
really introverted, uncon-
fident and couldn’t stand
in front of an audience. But
after each show; Islowly
learned to accept it. I stll
getnervous, but it's like 10
times better than before.

Q:What is your favorite
vacation destination?

A: Hawaii. Even though it's
my home and my parents
still live there, I kind of see
it as a vacation destination
now because I rarely have
time to go back. So when
Ido get that once-a-year
chance, it feelsrare and
rewarding, almost likea
vacation. And on top of
that, Hawaii reallyisa
vacation capital, so every
time I go back, I feelthat
same sense of relaxation
and the warm, beach
vacation vibe.

Q: Hawve you written or
worked onanysongswhile
youwere onthe road?

A: Tusually write Iyrics
and come up with creative
conceptswhenI'mona
plane. I travel about six
times a month, so Tuse that
quiet, disconnected time
to brainstorm and write
lyrics for whatever song
Pmworkingon.

Q:Whatisyour bucket-list
venuethatyouhave yet to
perform in?

A: Coachella or Head in
the Clouds.

Q:Whatwas atripyou
took as achild that stands
out?

A: Ithinkone of my earliest
memories was a trip I took
to Colorado and Utah to
visit my grandma, but also
camp and snowboard. I
thm_E' that trip made me
love and appreciate the
outdoors more and is the
reason I love nature now.

For more from the reporter,
visit wwwjaehakim.com.
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