CELEBRITY TRAVEL

Freeman
seeks out
jujitsu in
his travels

By Jae-Ha Kim
Tribune Content Agency

After grov upinthe
college town E ham-
paign, Illinois, “Reasonable
Doubt” actor McKin-
leyFreeman, who plays
Lewis on the Hulu series,
didn't get homesick when
he attended college. He
chose to study finance at
the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign.

“Growing up in Cham-
paign was cool,” said the
actor, who's now based
out of Los Angeles. “T still
keep in touch with alot of
folks who T've kmown from
there for a very long time.
(I enjoyed) being able to
experience both parts of
Champaign — the school
and the town.”

This interview with
Freeman has been edited
for clarity and length.

Q: Many fansview youas
arole model for African
Americanmen. Did the
lack of positive repre-
sentation inthe media
affect youwhen you were
growingup?

A: There was no version of
media that could convines
me or my sisters differently
about the value of who we
were, as defined by the
examples we were blessed
to see in our parents,
grandparents and cousins.
Having theco totell
truthful points of view is

important in storytelling,
bu’rh the courageto
e who you are

(is just as important).

Q: Is“Reasonable Doubt™
fllmed onsetoron
lecation?

Az & combination of both,
which iscool.

Q: Doyouhave a

Actor McKinley Freeman says trylng the food Is something
he looks forward to at each of his destinations. DISNEY

preference of workingon
one or the other?

A: Working is the point
for myself and countless
other performers in the
entertainment industry.
T'm happy to have ajob

that creatively inspires me.

Where I have to be for it

doesn't matter to me,

Q:Butifyou could picka
location to film a project
at,wherewouldit be?
Az Havwaii would be cool,
but sincerely anywhere,

Q:What s your favorite
vacation destination?

A: Champaign and Hawraii.

I really love Hawaii, espe-
ciglly the North Shore. T'd
love to explore the other
islands intime.

Q:What's the most
importantthing you've
learned from yourtravels?
Az We are all doing differ-
Eﬂtﬁrﬂom ;J:IEE

ng eve
that%m human being likes
traffic or cold French fries.

(Laughs)

Q:If you could only pick
one placetoeat, would
you prefer a food truck or
fine dining?

Az Food truck 100/100. T°d
rather be outside. Food
truck, meteor shower, live
music. Come on...

Q:Doyouhave aknack

for picKing up new
languages?
A:Tmworkingon it. T took
Spamsh ages agn:r andhmre
beenfocused o

more Even ur

the course of “Reasonable
Doubt” with the number of
Spanish-speaking cast and
Crew, it was an awesome
way to connect with some-
one conversationally in

their native language.

Q:'Where would you like
togo that you have never
beento?

Az Several countriesin
Africa, Japan, Colombia,
Brazil and China.

Q:Whatisyour guilty
pleasure whenyou're on
the road?

A:1 always look up thebest
food in whatever city and
Fllgotryit. ) Ifit
sucks, Ttossit and keep it
moving. If it's great, I'll be
back!

Q:Whatkind ofresearch
doyoudo before you go
away on atrp?

A: Because the jujitsu
community is so big, I
always try to sort a path to
possibly training wherever
Igo. That, and tofind a
good place for an acai bowl
orjuice place and a farm-
ers market.

For morejfrom the reporter,
visit wwnw jaehakim.comn.
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