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Easing the housing crisis 
Cities and states are altering zoning regulations to permit construction on 
odd-shaped lots, areas that builders have ignored for decades. Real Estate

LINIERS

‘AN ORIGINAL 
VOICE’ 
With “The Gossip Columnist’s Daughter,” Peter Orner 
is no longer Chicago’s best kept literary secret. A+E Wild West prairies 

At Comanche National Grassland, acres of land restored after the  
Dust Bowl are home to dinosaur tracks, ancient petroglyphs. Life+Travel

By Jake Sheridan 
Chicago Tribune

When David Amato walks into 
eviction court Thursday, he’ll have 
a lot on his mind.

Anger at the new landlord 
he says plans to double the rent 
and refused to negotiate after 
purchasing the Logan Square 
building where he lives. Pride in 
the six-month rent strike he and 
his tenants union are waging in 
response.

And bitterness that a tool he 
believes would have given him 
and his neighbors the power to 
outmuscle a rich corporation to 
instead buy the 16-unit building 
themselves — and stay in their 
homes — materialized just months 
too late.

“These people are just steam-
rolling this area. They’re buying 
up buildings left and right, they’re 
throwing people out of their 
houses and it’s just devastating 
people,” Amato said. “You don’t 
have to be a genius to buy a build-
ing. I think we could have.”

But the program progressive 
aldermen put in place this year 
to give longtime residents like 
Amato the power to try to keep 
their homes in the vicinity of the 
popular 606 trail and other parts 
of fast-gentrifying Northwest Side 
neighborhoods is now suffering 
rollbacks.

While the Northwest Side Pres-
ervation Ordinance aims to slow 
gentrification by giving tenants a 
“right of first refusal” and discour-
aging development that decreases 
density, a pair of aldermen are 
opting out. They say the still-na-
scent law that affects neigh-
borhoods including Avondale, 
Humboldt Park and Logan Square 
severely disrupts real estate deals 
and strips homeowners of the right 
to control their property.

At stake is a policy that advo-
cates hope will serve as a citywide 
blueprint for creating and preserv-
ing more affordable housing and 
more renter power, the latest 
battlefront in a decades-long fight 
over the future of residential devel-
opment in the area. But it may also 
be an example of how complicated 

Aldermen 
opt out of 
new tenant 
powers
Proponents defend 
anti-gentrification 
program on NW Side

By Andrew Carter  |  Chicago Tribune

The tenets of Izzy Style Wrestling are displayed with prom-
inence inside the suburban Chicago gym where Israel “Izzy” 
Martínez has molded legions of kids into believers, and the best 
of them into champions. The principles hang on a banner amid 
the lingering smell of stale sweat and 
constant work, near the mats that have 
launched journeys to national champi-
onships and the Olympics.

Martínez feels most at home here, 
inside the gym he built at the end of a 
road in a modest industrial park. A great 
many Chicago-area youth have walked 
through his doors and found purpose, 
direction and self-belief. Martínez gets 
as much, if not more, out of it as he puts 
in — and he put in enough on a recent 
Wednesday morning to be covered in 
sweat soon after a workout began.

“This place is a sanctuary,” he said 
about two hours later, after guiding 
more than two dozen of his wrestlers 
through an off-season summer training 
session. “There’s nothing like it.”

It begs the question, then, of why. 
Why is Martínez, who has turned his 
once-humble gym in Addison into the 
epicenter of a wrestling empire, step-
ping out of the comfort of a self-de-
scribed sanctuary? Why is he risking 
his name and reputation to launch a 
startup professional league, Real Amer-
ican Freestyle Wrestling, that aims to be 
the first of its kind?

Part of the answer is among those tenets in his gym, the ones 
taped up to the back of a door between the mats and the weights 
and the custom-built, high-handle-barred motorcycle that’s out 
of place yet perfectly at home inside Martínez’s gym. There’s 

‘I NEVER 
EVER 
GIVE UP’
Izzy Martínez built a wrestling empire in 
Chicago. Can he take the sport mainstream?

Above: Coach 
Izzy Martínez 
demonstrates 
technique with 
wrestlers on  
Aug. 13 at his Izzy 
Style training 
center in Addison.   
Left: The U.S.’s 
Kennedy Blades 
and her coach, 
Martínez, celebrate 
after she defeated 
Kyrgyzstan’s 
Aiperi Medet Kyzy 
8-6 in a women’s 
76-kilogram 
semifinal freestyle 
wrestling match 
Aug. 10, 2024, at 
Champ de Mars 
Arena during the 
Paris Olympics. 
BRIAN CASSELLA/ 
TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Bears coach’s passion, fire and competitive chutzpah 
Ben Johnson has energized the Bears with his fiery presence. Will he have staying power his 
predecessors lacked? Plus, projecting the team’s initial 53-man roster. Chicago Sports

Texas governor vows to approve new maps
Lawmakers approved final plans and Gov. Greg Abbott promised to quickly sign off on a new 
gerrymandered map to help the GOP maintain its congressional majority. Nation & World
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Joe and Lucy Gleespen stand on the lawn of their farmhouse in Rosamond, 
Ill., on Wednesday. Invenergy is planning to build a high-voltage power 
transmission line running from western Kansas to the Illinois-Indiana border 
that would run through the Gleespens’ property.  JOHN J. KIM/TRIBUNE
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By John Lippert 
Chicago Tribune

For seven years, Michael 
Polsky has been trying to build a 
high-voltage power line from the 
windswept prairies of Kansas to 
the ravenous electrical grids of the 
Midwest and East Coast.

He brings plenty of firepower to 
the task. 

His Chicago-based company 
Invenergy is the country’s largest 
privately held generator of renew-
able power. And his investors 

include Blackstone, the world’s 
biggest private equity firm.

But it’s been a seesaw battle, and 
the outcome is still in doubt. 

One of the main problems for 
Polsky’s power line is that it needs 
to cross lots of farmland in Kansas, 
Missouri and Illinois. And lots of 
farmers hate the idea of eminent 
domain, especially when it’s a 
private developer such as Polsky 
who wants their land.

The Grain Belt Express has filed 
nearly 50 eminent domain lawsuits 
to obtain the right-of-way it needs 
in Missouri alone, according to 
Andrew Bailey, the state’s attorney 
general. Most of these cases have 
been settled, but emotions still run 
high. In Illinois, the state Supreme 

Court is also preparing to weigh in. 
On July 2, Bailey opened an investi-
gation into the Grain Belt Express 
for making false claims. Invenergy 
was grabbing land, he said in an 
earlier statement, “to satisfy the 
greed of private investors.’’ Pres-
ident Donald Trump followed 
up by canceling a loan guaran-
tee for the transmission line. The 
president also accelerated the 
phase out of hefty tax credits for 
wind and solar farms, including 
those whose power the line was 
intended to carry. Still, experts say 
that among all the energy devel-
opers in the United States, Polsky 
may be best equipped to navigate 

Grain Belt Express sparks high emotions
Chicago businessman, 
politicians and farmers 
in power line dispute
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ByJae-HaKim
Tribune Content Agency

Somepeopledream
ofquitting their job and
enjoying thequiet life.Not
LeonidasG.Demas.After
he retired fromhis career
as anattorney, hepursued
his passion forfilmmak-
ing.Demaswrote a script
for thefilm“ASpartan
Dream,”whichwasfilmed
entirely inGreece.
“Over the years, I had

developeda love for
Greece, visitingmany
times fromchildhood to
thepresent,” saidDemas,
78. “(Iwas) particularly
focusedona small village
in theSpartan countryside
knownasAmyklai. These
were the experiences from
which ‘ASpartanDream’ is
derived.”
This interviewwith

Demashasbeenedited for
clarity and length.

Q: Where are some of
the places you filmed“A
Spartan Dream”?
A:Actually, the entire
filmwasfilmed inGreece
and90%wasfilmed in
andaround themodern
townof Sparta.Wealso
filmed in the seaside town
ofGytheion,which in
ancient timeswas theport
for Sparta and is about
25minutes by car to the
south.Xirokambi lies in
between.Theentire coun-
tryside aroundSparta is
filledwitholive andorange
orchards fromeast to
west andnorth to south.
It is borderedby lengthy
mountain ranges running
north and south, oneon
each side.Quite beautiful.

Q: How does the Greece
of today compare to your

earlier trips?
A:Lordhavemercy, I’ve
been toGreece 15 times
beginning in 1960 through
last year. In 1960, there
wasnoelectricity in the
countryside aroundSparta.
Soweusedoil lamps in
thevillages.No running
water, sowewent several
times aday to the local
well to bringbuckets back
home.Nobathroom, just
anouthouse.Wecould
havebeenback inByzan-
tine timesor evenancient
Sparta andnot known the
difference.Back in 1960,
themoralswere verypatri-
archal andvery strict. Still,
thepeople enjoyed their
simple lives immensely.
But thingsquickly
changedwhenelectric
lines stretched through-
out thevalley.All the
conveniences sprungup.
“ASpartanDream” (set in
1987)waswell past those
days of candlelight.

Q: Where would you like
to go that you have never
been before?
A:Strangely enough, I
would like to go toXi’an,
China, to see theTerra-
cottaArmy.

Q: What was a trip you
took as a child that stands
out?
A:Myfirst trip outside the
continentalU.S.was as
a child of 10.We lived in
Wheeling,WestVirginia,
andweweremoving to
PuertoRicowheremy

father got a job as racing
secretary atElComan-
danteRacetrack. Iwas
thrilled and, in thosedays,
thereweren’tmanymain-
landers there. Learned
Spanishquickly andwent
to a local school for three
years before going to a
middle school runby the
MethodistChurch in
Santurce.

Q: What was your best or
worst vacation memory?
A:Probablywhen Iwas
touring theMuseodel
Prado inMadrid.After
about anhourof the
guide showingus every-
thing in themuseum in
great detail, I ranout of
steamandbegan to faint.
As Idid, I ran towarda
15th-century settee along
oneof thewalls.Theguide
yelledout that Iwasnot
to even touch that settee. I
collapsedonto it andwas
liftedoffby twoattendants
andwas escorted to the
closest bathroom,where
they splashedmy face.
Then tookme to themain
entrance towishmebon
voyage.

Q: What was the most
important thing you’ve
learned from your travels?
A: I learnedwhat every
saneperson learns.Under-
neath all the trappings,
humanbeings are the same
wherever yougo.

Formore from the reporter,
visitwww.jaehakim.com.
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Spartan
village
inspires
Demas

Filmmaker Leonidas G. Demas, left, and son Chris are seen on
the set of“A Spartan Dream.” ODYSSEY ENTERTAINMENT

ByChristopherElliott | King Features Syndicate

I bookeda 17-dayNationalGeographic
pedition toVietnam,Laos andCambodia.
ravelingwith fourotherpeople.A
I renteda car, I immediately reported
to the car owner andTuro,whomI
ecar from.
eadof acknowledging theproblem,
edmeandchargedme$500
aint job.Turo insists that Iwas
ebecause thepeelingoccurred
rental period.
periencehas shakenmy trust in
mmitment to fairness andcustomer

tion.
youhelpmegetmymoneyback?

LatishaThompson,Groton,Connecticut

TRAVEL TROUBLESHOOTER

Turo charges renter $500
for vehicle’s peeling paint

A: I don’t seehowy
couldbeheld respon
forpeelingpaint ona
that you rented fromTu
Imean, if youhadcollided
with another vehicle and
thepaint startedpeeling,
thenyes, perhaps.But you
showedmepictures of
your car, and it looked like
apaint jobgonewrong.
So,whathappened?

Your records showthat
Turo chargedyoua$500
depositwhenyou rented
thevehicle.After you
returned theSonata,
Turo’s claims teamsent
youanemail saying that
theownerhadfileda claim
to repair thepaint on the
roof. Since youdeclined
Turo’s optional protec-
tion, youwere liable for the
damage, according toTuro.
You signedanagree-

ment saying that youare
financially responsible for
“all physical damage toor
theft of a bookedvehicle
that occursduring a trip”
including anyadditional

costs and fees resulting
fromdamage, regardless
who is at fault. Inother

while thedamage
fault, youwere

still respo
Turo strongly recom-

mends that you take
“before” and“after”photos
of your car. It evenhas a
featureon its appcalled
TripPhotos that allows
you todo so and store the
images in the app. I think
this is brilliant because if
youcanprove that the car
wasdamagedbefore you
rented it, you’re far less
likely to face a successful
claimbyyourhost.
Whydidn’t you spot this

damagewhenyoupicked
up the car?You say the
vehicle looked “very glossy
and shiny” as if some-
one recentlypainted it.
Thepaper trail between
youandTuro shows that
the companywasuncon-
vinced.Abrief, polite email
sent tooneof theTuro
managers I list onElliott.

org,myconsumer advo-
cacywebsite,mighthave
led to the reversal of this
$500charge.
I think therewas enough

reason forTuro to take
another lookat this claim.
It’s hard to imagine that
youdid anything to the
vehicle to cause thepaint
topeel theway that it did.
Something just felt off
about it. So, I contacted
Turoonyourbehalf. In
response,Turo sent youan
email that it haddecided to
drop thematter.
“Wearepleased to

informyou thatwewill
be closing the claim, and
youwill not oweanything
fordamages at thepresent
time,” it added.

ChristopherElliott is the
chief advocacy officer
ofElliottAdvocacy, a
nonprofit organization that
helps consumers resolve
their problems.Contact
himat elliott.org/help or
chris@elliott.org.
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I can’t think of any two
peoplemoreprominent in
theminds of French citi-
zens than theVirginMary
andEmperorNapoleon.
And they share an import-
ant date: Aug. 15—when
it’s believed she ascended
intoHeaven, andwhen
hewas born.Of course,
churches across France
recallNotreDame (our
lady). But city halls recall
Napoleon, andhis huge
impact onFrench civic life.
When I’mfilmingmy

TVshows andwritingmy
guidebooks inFrance, I
try to get the straight story
onNapoleon. But it can
be tricky.His ownquote,
“What is history but amyth
agreedupon?” applies to
his own life,where it’s
sometimeshard to sepa-
ratemyth fromreality.
Just ahumblekid

fromCorsica,Napoleon
attendedmilitary school
inParis.He rosequickly
through the ranksduring
the tumultuous years of the
FrenchRevolution, andby
1799hewas ruler ofFrance.
Five years later, Francehad
conqueredmost ofEurope,
andNapoleondeclared
himself emperorof it all.
His personal charismaon
thebattlefieldwas said to
beworth 10,000additional
men.
LeadingFrance’s grand

million-man army, he
blitzedEurope—until it all
came to an endon farm-
land 15miles south ofBrus-
sels. Twocenturies and a
catchyABBAsong later,
“Waterloo” has becomea
cultural catchphrase, and
Napoleon’s famousdefeat
carriesmuchof his legacy.
AfterWaterloo,Napo-

leonwas sent into exile on
the islandof St.Helena.
Once themost powerful
man in theworld, he spent
his final years as a lonely
outcast suffering from

ulcers, dressed inhis night-
cap and slippers, andplay-
ing chess, notwar.
To get a better feel for

Napoleon, head toParis.
South of the city, the
ChâteaudeFontaineb-
leauhasmoreNapoleon
connections than any other
palace inFrance, featuring
his personal apartments
and an adjacentmuseum.
You’ll see the emper-

or’s bed, the grand “power
desk”whereheworked,
and thehumiliatingly little
tablewherehe abdicated.
There’s also a tent-like
roomdedicated toNapo-
leon atwar,withhis small-
but-iconic battle coat and
hat, a field cot, andfirst-
class campgear. And the
throne room is the only one
inFrancewith its original
furniture.
Grandpaintings portray

the emperor andhis first
wife, Josephine, after their
coronation.Napoleon

aspired to create his own
family dynasty, but Jose-
phinewas too old to have
children.
To turnhisCorsican

bloodblue, he divorced
Josephine andmarried
aHabsburg. You’ll see a
portrait of his secondwife,
EmpressMarie-Louise,
whoprovidedwhat he
called “a royalwomb.”
Looking at thefinal

painting,whichdepicts
Napoleonwith symbols of
the “NapoleonicCode”—
the legal systemhe gave
France— it’s fascinating to
consider hismix of ideals,
charisma andmegaloma-
nia. This revolutionary
hero cameout of amove-
ment that killed off theOld
Regime…only to create a
newOldRegime.
There’s no better symbol

ofNapoleon’s oversized
ego thanParis’ Arc de
Triomphe. Patterned after
the ceremonial arches of

ancientRoman conquer-
ors (butmore than twice
the size), it celebrates
Napoleon as emperor of
a “NewRome.”On the
arch’smassive left pillar,
a relief sculpture shows
a toga-cladNapoleon
posing confidently,while
an awestruckParis—
crownedbyher citywalls
kneels at his imperial feet.
Napoleondied before

theArc’s completion, but it
wasfinished in time for his
1840 funeral procession to
pass underneath, carrying
his remains (19 years dead)
fromexile toParis.
Elsewhere inParis, the

complex of Les Invalides—
a former veterans’ hospital
built byLouisXIV—has
variousFrenchmilitary
collections, collectively
called theArmyMuseum.
Here, in addition to

galleries onWorldWar I
and II, you’ll see plenty
ofNapoleonmemora-

bilia including a bedwith
mosquito netting, a direc-
tor’s chair, his overcoat and
pistols—andhis beloved
horse, LeVizir,which
weatheredmany aNapo-
leonic campaign, grewold
withhim in exile, andnow
stands stuffed andproud.
At theother endof the

complex,Napoleon’s tomb
rests beneath adome that
glitterswith26poundsof
thinlypoundedgold leaf.
Enter the church, gaze
upat thedome, then lean
over the railing andbowto
the emperor lying inside
the scrolled, redporphyry
tomb.
If you’ve ever considered

being an absolute dictator
of a unitedEurope, come
herefirst.Hitler did, but
stillwent out andmade the
samemistakes asNapo-
leon. (Hint:Don’t invade
Russia.)
While you visit these

places, it’s instructive to

ponder these symbols of
war, empire and revo-
lution.Why are today’s
French sohell-bent on
defending their civil liber-
ties?
Perhaps it has to dowith

their heritage of struggling
so long andhard to over-
come the stubborn abuse
of power to earn their free-
dom.
Whenyou travel to Paris,

it’s clear:Napoleonhas left
today’s visitorswith some
amazing and thought-pro-
voking sights.

Rick Steveswrites European
guidebooks, hosts travel
shows on public TVand
radio, and organizes
European tours. This
column revisits some of
Rick’s favorite places over
the past two decades. Visit
hiswebsite at ricksteves.
com, email himat rick@
ricksteves.comor followhis
blog onFacebook.

Track Napoleon’s rise and fall in Paris

Napoleon’s tomb rests beneath a dome that glitters with 26 pounds of thinly pounded gold leaf. CAMERON HEWITT
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