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CELEBRITY TRAVEL

NYC vibe special for Ampers&One

By Jae-Ha Kim
Tribune Content Agency

The seven-person band
Ampers&:One boasts quite
the international lineup.
Group leader Kamden and
Kyrell are from the United
States. Brian hails from
Canada. Mackiah is from
Australia, and Jiho, Siyun
and Seungmo are from
South K%Ts%d where the
group is !

Formed in 2023, the
septet recently released
their latest mini album,
“Loud & Proud” Ofthe
title, Kamden said, “We
all decided to be loud
and proud of ourselves
in whatever we do in life.
That mindset also carries
into how we perform the
songs on this album™ Jiho
adﬁ “The overall vibeis
powerful, with melodies
and beats that really stick
in your head. I think fans
will especially enjoy focus-
ing on those points™

This interview with the
members has been edited
for length and clarity.

Q: Everyone saysthat
touring can be difficult.
What did you do to main-
tainyour health?

Jiho: During the early part
of our first North Amer-
ican tour, there was one
showwhere I wasn't inthe
best condition and couldn't
perform one of the songs.
Since then, Fve made sure
not to eat too much right
before going on stage.
Normally in Korea, I don’t
really eat breakfast, but on

tour I realized I needed

energy to perform, so I

made a habit of waldng up

ﬂdhﬂﬁngbr&ﬂkfastewry
¥

Q: Did you workon any of
the songs while you were
traveling around the US.?
Kamden: Yes, I wrote
lyrics for a fewr songs. On
long travel days, I played
the songs on repeat and
thought alot about what
kind of message I wanted
to convey. Iusually prefer
writing lyrics in my own
practice room, where I
can block out any distract-
ing noise. But for the first
time, Iwrote (part of ) “T'm
Down” on the airplane.
And surprisingly, it turned
out pretty well!

Mackiah: While we were
tﬂuﬂélf in America, we..
started working on our
raps whenever we had
free time. Personally; I
focused on what IT'wanted
to express and jotted down
keywords for each track.

Q:Does the music you
hearina particular cityor
country inspire your own
work?
Kamden: Definitely. Actu-
ally; not just the music, but
tl?li'nk each country hasits
own vibe. During our U.5.
tour, I came up with some
melodies just while walk-
ing down random streets.
Siyun: I also get inspira-
tion from the scenery, the
artwork 5.1:1}11:1 the people we
see along the way
we're driving or walking
through a city.

Q:Whatdoyourecall
about some of the cities
where you played?

Kyrell: T had already been
to New York City before,
but exploring it with all the
members was special. We
loved Joe's Pizza! We also
had a blast at the Mall of
America in (Minnesota).

I dowish we could havg
explored more of the cities
we visited. I remember
Nashville had a really great
wibe, even just driving
through.

Brian: Thad only been to
Los Angeles, Las Vegas,
San Francisco and Seattle
before inthe U.S., so every-
where else was new to me.
Seungmo: LA leftthe
biggest impression on

me. We stayed there the
longest and so many fans
came to see us. I especially
remember how beautiful
the skoy was.

Q:Whatis a bucket-list
venue thatyouwantto
perform inone day?
Kyrell: Iwould love to
perform all over the world,
but one of the top venues
onmy bucket list is the
Tacoma Dome, since it's
close to my hometown!
Seungmo: I've

wanted to perform at
Wembley Stadium in

the United Kingdom. I
love soccer, so I kmow

the stadium well, and
seeing the artists who've
performed there makes me
really want to do it, too.

For more from the reporter,
visit www.jaehakim.com.
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