CELEBRITY TRAVEL

Cho finds
inspiration
for Rumi
in travels

By Jae-Ha Kim
Tribune Content Agency

ﬁ]mthe animated Netflix
m “KPop Demon Hunt-
ers” actor Arden Cho
(“Partner Track" “Teen
Wolf") provides the voice
for Rumi, the leader of
the girl group, Huntrix.
When re not slaying
on stage, they're hunting
down demons.

“This movie has been
one of my absolute favor-
ites, because Rumi is legit
thecoolest character” Cho
said ina Zoom interview
from Netflix’s Los Angeles
office. “If I was a teenage
girl, I feel like I would want
to be Rumi. I'm still kind of
geekingoutthat Igettobe

ervoice."

This interview with Cho
hasbeen edited for clarity
and length.

Q: Thisfilmis set in South
Korea. When youwere
volcing Rumi, did vouthink
back to your previous trips
there to get the vibe of
playing this popstar?

A: Oh, definitely. Ilove
Korea so much and it was
really so ial to be able
to bring this character to
life, playing this superstar
who has to carry so much
weight on her shoulders.
But, you kmow, Thave a
lotof friends in the music
industry as well, soI prob-
ably took a little inspiration
from everyone.

Q: What was it like growing
up as avisible minorityin
the United States?
A:Iwasborn in Texas and
Iam American...butI'm
achild of immigrants. So

I sort of experience the
world from both sides.
The older I get, I'm always
questioning (my identity),
too. What it mean

to be Korean American

Arden Cho sald that volcing the lead character in“EKPop
Demon Hunters"was one of her favorite jobs. NETFLIX

or Asian Americant Soto
have a movie like “KPo
Demon Hunters,” which is
really the first big (west-
ern) animated ﬁEﬂ with
Korean mi?;cr]yur aKorean
storyinit, and tobe apart
of it is so special and really
kind of epic. Maybe it can
open doors for more Asian
American stories (tobe

told).

Q: After you graduated
from the University of 1lli-
nois Urbana-Champaign,
youwent to Kenyafora
bit. What were youdoing
thera?
A: It was the summer
of 2007 and I was there
working with a medical
missionary team. I always
say mission work is so
interesting because we're
there
with this idea that we're
gmngm go help peopl-e and
o all these great things.
But it was one of the most
life-changing experiences
for me.

Q:How so?

A:Ithink Igained alot
more than I gave. You go
hoping to inspire and be
of use tohelp people, but
then you come back with
a heart full of wisdom and
life experiences. You see
s0 much more than what

we grow up with, right?

We dom't think twice about
running water (generally
in the U.5)). I remember
when Icame home, I was
so thanlcful for clean water,
icecubes and toilet paper.

Q:Many Aslan Americans
have moved to Asiato
jumpstart theircareers,
because theysaythey
didn't see themselves in
the media. Afteryouwon
the Miss Korea Chicago
contest, did you consider
moving to Korea orJapan
maybe to modeloract?

A: What's so interesting is
that Iwas 18 at the time,
and that was whenI actu-
ally wanted to be asinger.
Ia wentdown that
route. But I think there
was such a cultural differ-
ence where I would have
had to try to fit that specific
Korean beauty standard,
and I'was American. I
didn’t want to do what was
sort of done in that system,
which was havingto lose a
u:]rn of weight and getting
plastic surgery (to attain)
that certain look and vibe.
That was awhole other
layer of things tobattle,
and I decided that if Iwant
to tell stories, I want to
tell them as me, without
changing myself.

For more from the reporter,

visit www.jachakim.com.
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