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Go away with ... Wilson Cruz
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“Star Trek: Discovery” actor Wilson Cruz said that visiting Egypt is on his travel
bucket list. (Gene Reed)
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Thirty years ago, Wilson Cruz made history as the first openly gay actor portraying a gay
role on a television series. The critically-acclaimed “My So-Called Life"” jump-started a
career that would include the films “Nixon” and “After Louie,” as well as shows such as
“Grey's Anatomy” and “13 Reasons Why."” The first half of 2024 has already kept the actor
busy. He's a cast member of “Star Trek: Discovery,” which is in its final season. And on May
9, he'll star alongside Brooke Shields and Benjamin Bratt in the Netflix film “Mother of the
Bride.” A resident of New York's Long Island City, Cruz, 50, stays in touch with fans on
Instagram, Threads and Facebook (username: @wcruz73).

Q: Do you have any upcoming trips planned?

A: Aside from my week on Fire Island this summer, which I try to do at least once a year
with friends, the only trip I have planned at the moment is for work on an indie film and
that's to Albuquerque. I'm looking forward to the work and to exploring the city. I love
discovering new places.

Q: Where did you film “Mother of the Bride"?



A: Actually, 95 percent of “Mother of the Bride” was filmed in Phuket, Thailand. I was in
Phuket for about a month working. It was actually the first time I'd had the pleasure to
visit any part of Asia. We filmed the movie in and around two Anatara Resorts - one in
Mai Khao and the other in Layan - beautiful resorts and facilities, as you'll see in the film.
But I didn't really get a sense of the country and its culture until my brother joined me for
a week after I'd finished my work on the film. We opted to stay at a beautiful resort on
Patong Beach and truly took advantage of amazing restaurants, beaches, drag shows
and speed boat tours of neighboring islands and mangroves. We had a fantastic place. As
beautiful as the island was, it's the memory of the people and their kindness that has
stayed with me.

Q: While on the subject of filming on location, can you share some memories of places
where you shot some projects?
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A: Well, “My So-Called Life” was filmed in Southern California, which is where I lived at
that time. I'm a huge fan of So-Cal. I made it my home for many years. Whether it's the
beaches, the desert or the mountains with their beautiful lakes in the summer and snow
in the winter, it has it all and you could probably see them all in one weekend. “13
Reasons Why"” was shot in Northern California in a town called Vallejo on an old navy
shipyard [where part of it was] converted into soundstages. Vallejo is a lovely working-
class town on the San Pablo Bay and adjacent to San Francisco Bay with easy access to all
of the beautiful towns that surround them, including San Francisco - which has always
been one of my favorite cities. I took full advantage of my proximity when I could, when I
wasn't working, which was rare since I was filming “Star Trek: Discovery” in Toronto,
simultaneously! I loved Toronto. I lived in various neighborhoods during our five-season
run. It's such a metropolitan city, with a diverse population, which means a great diversity



A: As a kid, many times we used to visit Puerto Rico to visit our grandparents for
Christmas and New Year's. But the trip that I remember the most was when we drove
from Michigan to California in a U-Haul and a car. My folks wanted to take advantage of
the opportunity to see as much of the country as we could. We saw the [Gateway Arch] in
St. Louis, parts of Texas and its cowboy lore, the Grand Canyon and so much more. But
the thing that broke my heart was that having just finished reading “The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn,” I slept right through our crossing of the Mississippi River!

Q: What's the most important thing you've learned from your travels?

A: Full disclosure. Though I longed for the opportunity, I wasn't really able to afford to
travel outside of North America until 2017. Now having had the privilege of visiting
England, Germany, France and Thailand, I'm determined to continue my adventures. The
thing that I've learned is that no matter how far you travel, no matter how different the
culture or food or climate may be, in the end we share the human race with all of its
vulnerabilities, all of its joy, ingenuity and resilience. We all have those things in common
and I think it binds us to each other.

Q: If you've ever gone away for the holidays, which was the best trip?

A: During the month of December of 2022, I took my first trip to France with my brother,
along with his French husband and my little nephew. It was the most overwhelmingly
beautiful trip. My brother and I spent a week in Paris and we did all the things. And then
we made our way down to my brother-in-law’s hometown Thonon-les-Bains, stopping in
Strasbourg and Colmar to visit the Christmas markets for a couple of days each. After a
beautiful Christmas week, we stopped in Auxerre on our way back to the airport in Paris.
It was a gorgeous way to see the country and experience it through the eyes of a native
French citizen. It was life altering. I'll never forget it.

Q: Do you speak any foreign languages?

A: I speak Spanish. It was my first language, actually. I'm trying to learn French. Not easy!
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A: Having just really begun my world travels, I need to get to Madrid and Barcelona. I
want to visit Australia, because I'm such a beach boy. I know I'll love Sydney. I'd love to
visit Africa - Egypt, Nigeria and South Africa. In short, I want to see it all.

(Jae-Ha Kim is a New York Times bestselling author and travel writer. You can respond to
this column by visiting her website at www.jaehakim.com. You may also follow “Go Away

With...” on Twitter at @GoAwayWithjae where Jae-Ha Kim welcomes your questions and
comments.)

Around the Web REVCONTENT

The Debt Crisis No One's Talking About
Could Crush Your Savings

American Hartford Gold

Cinnamon: The Greatest Enemy of Blood
Sugar (See How to Use)
GlycoShield


https://smeagol.revcontent.com/v3/vJMxRpKGVNib6HQU0O77EFJn_JgWiKqmNxgZcK5RuyUYJI5d6uTldjm01w4lyXo4vP6l7gHvRUSZgLmOQQGsxKuZMytb2ZEuek3Xy7aqwpIDd6WHWaZC-1Jad3Eltd0emZfsOpGh5-P2oMv2A63y0Kt-zSN0sL2KZ8NX3bDMSpHyA_603aDBm8vYf59-iUHo8w-sHSjOsJr4xcDgJHODsVTLPj3zKEnfzjiihI29FyIufTCn6IJ13rF03o1AJSV6CfTUXnz8JQGwBuhijyLNHzvRA7rV1DkPgXet6a9zP5C4hXReHS7ZpyVXEd82qzQLFAtjDUu6FoQfwXI-OEs2b3yqnDZwa5q1n034_zYtyAXbN_S1hNPGMc9UJKJXLpoa-p0324Ifv1IFFYamot2i3SwqDdRo9LEOl0NjYy0hGkMiEfKcTSJiGLmR45rGBPd8gaeRAgVC313FrvFnGzNU0NdgdUHA8JB8A1sqTE19NAg3xRmwoXH7MWziMp7__gn2cQwmcGzv4lTqEkI-_U2H3OkpxDWVejbsUK067VKZHJ3nEfyYyDVtH1F0dxNH3P-cZI---1hnTW_Dt2Kkzf4kMWGkCCW8v3BZl9GBFRW2vGlZz9vdpDsUl9KfWU8EeOosec_vWxsLWER2L77xGbd7tyv2N0rHL_mThylTwkI?p=GgFDMJut18EGOiRiNjViY2YwYy04YjE5LTQ2OWEtODRkNC04MDRkMjdmODJhMGFCJGRiY2FkYWEwLTM4NzQtNGM5OS1hMmJmLWQyOGNiYWZhYWEzNEoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWLCcEWISY2hpY2Fnb3RyaWJ1bmUuY29tagdkZXNrdG9wkAEB2AGyjvABkQIpXI_C9SjsP6oCDTczLjIwOC4yMjguMjTqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZeoCEgoJdGVzdF9tb2RlEgVmYWxzZeoCFwoOdXBzY2FsZWRfaW1hZ2USBWZhbHNl
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/v3/qvj1zsiQXxMkHiE6EY0uJyi6WGmefzQv_ChN6Ayr6F4TUWwNtbsneBv1c6KyaF-dYVsZxL34XqbO29XFMUewtoGWTDbKxpnfWKBx8FoOkYG42HJ_y_wIXlKw8l4UMepxv-OOltfNwhKj2KxacT3WxNkHCM9Y7hYHbSKkObtiIo22SHqRllA4C4-42wacoJeBxLeDQO6RijxKPgMJpxLSI0d1U0QRx-cfiXEByV31zqn9-yv5ARYa3NND3gg61-mQmyxOUem3xp2LGbszgZHhzRA9F5z-8c4O4-JMpNFhoEpLzf3oyeZ3EB0rKo-kLtm6Fk08YJg2jk3XlbV9AJzZc9alQJ8-pkMJOwbtRuXAYpqDvfIthtBJBc12JsWbHS6Dt7Wntatiu-BbGfPGNlT65ZJ57OIGNR1DieEU16jfN2QEuMOiD8Fxz08ax6-waOHYqc9IjF8MOQW9iGnAwZ8sP1UYdOAcrkcVcimgiZcITiLtGuKaDVqWB4V_aIXxxsssTGA6Wnu6Nz-Hsgt3XXJrCKYiz3L2vwz6nn7_NwMn-leYK2k0sJy0IHWUaP5Rddgp_K6azdTMXVbEEk89j0CddWB0jYy179-98p0TaBjT3YCRqM7DS2bQRNC_fDqQgvtbivNCGHI4hQAvON3DlYYDF4roGQ_RGHoezpvSrP6FHbvehUWUZDNKdqESaqt-rwLFpJNkIbHD5wuJtBEekbJMrlVzy1cx0PMMtX6BQqlE6m61fwt4kt-mBteCTJXbFrq72ixQcbQ6B_OCBTmuA8rvSskvLn3GrDRLsR1YhPWs_G_K3elGPWE3C7fle0Xl0I35lUaS8-2CGJWzgPQDIlDK3uC1QCI83oN4OJAR_J2O-yiLPYMFH-y3paqkNaqGAC4r0w?p=GgFDMJut18EGOiRiNjViY2YwYy04YjE5LTQ2OWEtODRkNC04MDRkMjdmODJhMGFCJGRiY2FkYWEwLTM4NzQtNGM5OS1hMmJmLWQyOGNiYWZhYWEzNEoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWLCcEWISY2hpY2Fnb3RyaWJ1bmUuY29tagdkZXNrdG9wkAEC2AGyjvABkQIpXI_C9SjsP6oCDTczLjIwOC4yMjguMjTqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZeoCEgoJdGVzdF9tb2RlEgVmYWxzZeoCFwoOdXBzY2FsZWRfaW1hZ2USBWZhbHNl

