CELEBRITY TRAVEL

Xikers looking forward to |
traveling US on world tour ‘

By Jae-Ha Kim
Tribune Content Agency

Less than seven months
after xikers debuted, the
10-man Korean pop group
has already released two
EPs: “House of Tricky:
Doorbell Ringing” (which
hit No.1on Billboard’s
Emerging Artists chart)
and “House of Tricky: How
to Play”

Now on the group’s first
headlining world tour, nine
of the members partic-
ipated in this interview,
which was conducted in
Korean and translated into
English. (Junghoon, who’s
taking time off to recover
from an injury, isn’t touring
with his bandmates.)

This interview has
been edited for clarity and

length.

Q: Many fans first saw
xikers before your official
debut when you opened
for your labelmates, Ateez,
in2022. What did you
learn from them?

Jinsik: There were so many
things that we learned as
guest performers at our
seniors’ concerts. Among
all of those, I watched how
they performed, especially
in terms of their expres-
sions, actions and move-
ments that mesmerized
the audiences. We learned
to reflect that expression-
ism into our own perfor-
mances.

Q: Was the Ateez tour your
first time in the United
States?

Sumin: Yes, that was actu-
ally my first time visiting
the U.S. There are so many
wonderful memories from
that time. The hamburg-
ers are so good! Texas was
one of the most memora-
ble. It was supposed to be
pretty cold in Texas when
we were there, but the
weather worked out beau-
tifully and the temperature
outside was just perfect for

The 10-man Korean pop group xikers is on its first headlining
world tour. KQ ENTERTAINMENT

me. I went out for walks in
the park and it was just so
peaceful.

Q: What did performing at
(the Korean culture con-
vention) this past August
meantoyou?

Junmin: It was such an
honor to be at KCON

Los Angeles. I was very
excited, because the audi-
ence’s cheers were so

loud and energetic even
during our song cover
performance. It made me
really want to have our
own concert in the United
States, so I'm ecstatic that
we now have the chance to
doso!

Q: How was it kicking off
your world tour in Japan?
Yujun: The fans seemed
to enjoy it and cheered for
us alot. So throughout the
concert, I was extremely
happy and had so much
fun. After the Coke Studio
Superpop Japan 2023
event, we went out and

I got to eat my favor-

ite okonomiyaki (savory
pancake). It tasted so good!

Q: Do you have a bucket
list of things you'd like to
do while you’re on tourin
the United States?
Hunter: There’s so many
places I’d like to go! Just
to name a few though,

it would definitely be
amazing to experience
the atmosphere of Times
Square, visit the Empire
State Building and see
the Statue of Liberty in
New York. In Los Ange-
les, I want to take a dance
class and then have fun
at Universal Studios. In
Chicago, I think it’d be
amazing to go on a boat
tour, but there are honestly
so many places I'd like to
go and so many things I'd
like to do or see that it’s
hard to list them all.

Q: What was a trip you
took as a child that stands
out?

Yechan: I actually have
fun memories as a child
playing with my cousins in
the U.S.

Q: When you go away,
what are some of your
must-have items?

Minjae: Cup ramyun and
kimchi!

Hyunwoo: I always take a
mini humidifier and a neck
pillow around with me.

Q: What is your best
vacation memory?

Seeun: It was my first time
eating barbecue (in Texas).
It was so delicious!

For more from the reporter,
visit www.jaehakim.com.
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