CELEBRITY TRAVEL

OMEGA X looks forward to
soaking in American culture

By Jae-Ha Kim
Tribune Content Agency

After finishing up the
Latin American portion
ofits “Connect: Don’t
Give Up* tour, OMEGA
X is now playing shows
inthe United States.

This segment of its tour
includes a concert at
Chicago’s Concord Music
Hall, as well as dates in
Dallas and Los Angeles.

“T'm still in awe of the
great passion and amazing
support by Latin American
fans said Jehyun, one of
the South Korean group's
11 members. “T'm truly
thankful for them enjoying
our concerts as passion-
ately aswe do!”

e entire group partic-
ipated in this interview
m Bogota, Colombia.

Q: How has your time been
in Latin America?
Hwichan: Iloveit! I'm very
happy to be able to learn
new things and enjoy the
region.

Xer: It's my first time in
Latin America, but T've
always wanted to visit
because I listen to alot

of Latin American songs.
P'm very happy to come

to the region with a great
opportunity. I also felta
great level of passion from
our fans and K-pop fans in
general

Kevin: It's my first time in
Latin America, and I'm
really excited to visitthe
countries that were on my
bucket list Mostof all, P’'m
happy to be surrounded by
views and cultures that I
can't witness in Eorea.

: | know that some of
you have been to the U.S.
before. What are some of
your memories?

Yechan: WhenIwasa
trainee, I wentto Los
Angeles for about a month
tolearn dancing, I visited
famous dance academies,
including Millennium
Dance Complex, and made
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culture on tts US. tour. SPIRE ENTERTAINMENT

alotof memories
around Venice Beach and
downtovm LA. Twould
love to visit again because
Ienjoyed the city’s all-time
amazing weather. I think I
can learn and understand
more if T visit now than 1
did when I was younger.
Sebin: I'wasinDallasfora
concert and I still remem-
bera st&ahﬂikélouse ing]ggldlas.
E ingwasso

andme restaurant waslile

afactory!I stuffed myself
there.

Q:0Otherthaninteracting
with yourfans, whatdo
you hope todowhile inthe
us.?

Junghoon: I just want to
stroll the streets and really
experience American
culture and daily life.I also
want to go shopping and
eat agood burger.

Jaehan: T'd love to sea the
Statue of Liberty.

Q:What is your best and/
orworstvacation mem-
ary?

Hyuk: My family liveson
Jeju Island, so I feellike
T'm on vacation every time
Igohome

Q:Where are some places
youhave traveled to that
stand out inyour mind?
Hangyeom: I remember
swimming at a hotel pool,
hanging outatabeach
with friends and eating
delicious food in Partaya
(Thailand).

Sebin: Tused togo to

Sok%&:ruﬂl Korea) with
my family at least oncea
wear. Thinking about it, T
really want to go now!

Q:Where hawve you enjoyed
some favorite meals?
Taedong: I reallyliked
nachos thatThad in
Merida, Mexico.

Yechan: I reallyliked spicy
food from Mexicoand I
alsoliked the meat and
burgers I ordered for room
service in Colombia. I also
remember having pizza
and pasta in Italy when
Iwasyoung, butIdont
remember the flavor, so 1
definitely want to go back.
Hwichan: My favorite food
is galbitang (beef short rib
stew) near Hongik Univer-
sity in Seoul.

Q:What's the most
important thing you've
leamed from yourtravels?
Hyuk: Study various
languages!

Hwichan: Pack smart
because you'll end up only
wearing the same clothes

Anyway.

Q:ls the language bamier
anissue betweenyouand
some of your fandom?
Jehyun: When I saw our
fans singing along to our
Korean lyrics, I realized
that music is just music.
Thereis no language
barrier when communicat-
ing through music.

For more from the reporter,
visit www jaehakim.comt.
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