
How a Children's Book Set During WWII
Captures What's Happening with ICE Today
#SonOfJae reviews Katie Yamasaki’s "Fish for Jimmy"
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All images drawn by Katie Yamasaki, from her children’s book Fish for Jimmy

When my son was little, we used to read together every day. I always tried to make sure
that he read some books that had historical significance, especially regarding Korea.
But it was also important that he learned about the shameful things that had occurred
(and are currently 1 occuring 2 right now) in the United States.

We had a discussion about what really happened between the Pilgrims and Native
Americans when he was in kindergarten. And a few years later, we had an age-
appropriate talk about concentration camps.

K-CULTURE WITH JAE-HA KIM

5

https://substack.com/@jaehakim
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!cP6o!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F05c8630f-f0a9-462f-aed3-8d2417aa25ab_1155x630.jpeg


After he read and re-read Katie Yamasaki’s book Fish for Jimmy, which is based on her
family’s real-life experiences of being forced to leave their homes and relocated to
internment “camps” because they were Japanese Americans, he wrote a review that
proved that even little kids understand institutional racism. They may not know the
exact words to use, but they can see the difference between right and wrong. Unlike
too many adults, they get it.

It struck me that the author’s telling of a horrific part of U.S. history isn’t in the past,
because it’s happening again. And just as before, it’s being sanctioned by the president
of the United States. Parents and children are separated. They’re grabbed off the
streets and sent away to god knows where.

Fear, ignorance, racism, and xenophobia have been weaponized. Will it ever end?

#SonOfJae is making his K-Culture with Jae-Ha Kim debut.
Note: He was about nine years old when he wrote this review.

By: #SonOfJae (then age 9)
Rating: A billion out of 4 stars!
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Fish for Jimmy is about a Japanese family who lived in the United States a long time
ago. The mother and father were born in Japan and moved to America for a better life.
They have two sons: Taro and his younger brother, Jimmy.

I am inferring that Taro was born in Japan and Jimmy was born in the U.S., because of
their names.

In the beginning, everything is great. They live in California, where Taro and Jimmy
swim in the Pacific Ocean.
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Then in December of 1941, not long after Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, the
FBI showed up at their house and took their dad to prison for being Japanese. The FBI
was just being really dumb.

Soon the U.S. and Japan were at war and everyone who was Japanese — even if they
were American citizens — was put into prison camps just for looking different, which
was so unfair. The rest of the family was sent to a different prison camp.

Jimmy was so sad that he wouldn’t eat the food they served in prison camp. He wanted
to eat his mother’s yummy Japanese cooking.
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Taro had promised his father that he would take care of the family. So one night, he
snuck out of the campsite and ran as far as he could until he found a stream. There, he
caught seven fish to take back to prison camp.

His mother cooked the fish and the three of them enjoyed a delicious meal. It was the
first time his mother laughed in a long time.

Jimmy laughed, too, and asked Taro, “Are these Pacific fish? Did they come from far
away like us?”

Months later, their father was released from prison and joined them. But it was still
prison. The FBI just called it a camp to make it sound better.

The end.
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