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From water slides to Duck rides, Dirk
Vanderwilt dives in to that cheesy fun
zone to the north in Wisconsin Dells: A
Comprehensive Guide to Waterparks,
Resorts, Tours and More (Channel
Lake, $13.95).

Let s get into it.

Bookworms, doughnut lovers and
gardeners won t be disappointed
in Portland, Ore., but pack an
umbrella.
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Travelg

Turkish midfielder Emre
Belozohglu plays with the ball
during a training session of the
national soccer team of Turkey at
the Centre Sportif Colovray in
Nyon, Switzerland. | MurAD
SEZER~AP

Ready for

some (real)
football?

EURO 2008 | Austria,
Switzerland host
soccer games; Sports,
sightseeing twofer

BY WILLIAM J. KOLE

VIENNA, Austria  Over-
heard recently from a tourist in
one of Viennas grand cafes:

Waiter, | Il try a slice of your
soccer tort.

OK, so its actually Sacher
(SAH kerr) Torte, the famed Vi-
ennese chocolate cake filled with
apricot jam. But no one s going to
quarrel with a slight mispronun-
ciation  notwith the European
Championships in soccer about
to unfold in Austria and Switzer-
land. The event is second only to
soccer s World Cup.

If you re thinking of combining
sports and sightseeing with a trip
here, you d best move quicker
than Ronaldinho. Hotel rooms in
the eight venue cities scattered
across the neighboring alpine co-
hosts are being snapped up fast.

The Euro 2008 tournament
opened Saturday in Basel and
Geneva and will wrap up with the
final on June 29 in Vienna.
Posters capturing the soccer
fever sweeping the Austrian cap-
ital show a little old lady
corkscrewing through the air as
she bends it like Beckham.

You won t see the Los Angeles
Galaxy star play here this sum-
mer: England failed to qualify.
But there s plenty to do, see and
taste in between matches. Here
are some leading attractions:

VIENNA: With Viennas lavish
architecture and elegant tree-
lined boulevards, sometimes it
seems like the Austro-Hungarian
Empire never ended.

Cruise the Danube on a tour
boat, or trot around the city in a
horse-drawn carriage. Boutiques
abound. Getaculture fix atthe
MuseumsQuartier, where the
world-renowned Leopold Mu-
seum, Kunsthalle Wien and
MUMOK Museum of Modern
Art all beckon from beneath one
roof.

SEE SOCCER, PAGE 3C

HAWATLI

The Polynesian Cultural Center presents a renowned 90-minute luau, with hundreds of dancers and songs from Hawaii and the South Pacific. | DENTON MORRIS~FOR THE SUN-TIMES
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LULU OF AN ISLAND | Oahu delivers it all via lush
locales, lavish meals, captivating culture,
stirring history — and a nonstop flight
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Boogie boarding, a luau and whale-

watching are all touristy things to do in Hawaii. It’s

the same lush scenery you’ve seen on your favorite television
shows like “Hawaii Five-O,” “Magnum P.1.” and “Lost.”

BY JAE-HA KIM

HONOLULU | like to think of
myself as an adventurous traveler.

I ve hiked glaciers in New Zealand,
eaten sheep entrails in the Orkney Is-
lands and jet skied my way around
Bora Bora.

But when my mother suggested
that we take a family trip to Hawaii
last February, the little kid in me
emerged and | wanted to do nothing
more than just be a tourist. And for
that, the best place to go was the is-
land of Oahu.

Why do you want to go to there in-
stead of Maui? my husband asked.
Its so crowded.

Waikiki, the Banzai Pipeline, awe-
some mountains, nearly endless food
options and a single flight without

changing planes. How many more rea-

sons do you need to skip the high-
priced call of Hawaii s other islands?
(A recent AAA survey pegged Hawaii
as the most expensive state to vaca-
tion in by far, with couples shelling out
an average of $793 a day for food and
lodging. Hawaii tourism officials dis-
pute AAAs findings, saying the real
number is closer to $358 a couple.)
My brother, sister and sister-in-law
had been to Hawaii before, but the
rest of us were Aloha State rookies. |
wasted no time bringing myself up to
speed and putting together a mental
checklist of all the touristy things we
could do: go to a luau, visit Pearl Har-
bor, hang out at Waikiki Beach, eat
Spam like the natives, take a whale-
watching cruise, buy colorful Hawai-
ian shirts and linger over Kona coffee.
I wanted to see the same lush

scenery | d watched for years on
shows like Hawaii Five-0, Magnum
P.I. and Lost and soakin the
scenery that inspired the songs of Don
Ho, whom | would have tracked down
and begged to sing Tiny Bubbles if
he were still alive. The late, great Ho
might be long gone, but | found where
his welcoming spirit lives on in luaus
across Hawaii.

Buffet ready for its closeup

At the Royal Hawaiian Hotel s luau,
rows of tables were lined up in front of
the stage. You sit family style with
other tourists and watch the show of
hula dancers, singers and fire-twirling
entertainers. But the real star of any
luau is the buffet, where you re en-
couraged to eat as much roasted pork,
marinated bean salad and poi as you
can handle.

Let me tell you a thing or two about
poi. Poi is made from taro plants and
pounded until it forms a grayish,
sticky consistency. | do not like poi.
But after hearing the legend that
when a family shares a bowl of poi, the
spirits of their ancestors are present
at that meal, how can you not at least
giveitatry?

Royal Hawaiian Luau prices range
from $55 for children to $99 for
adults, so you Il want to take advan-
tage of the 20 percent off coupon at
www.royalhawaiian.com/specials/
coupon.htm.

Some people  OK, most people
might view this as overkill, but we en-
joyed our luau so much, we made ita

SEE OAHU, PAGE 4C



